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I.—Foreicn Potirics. 


indt asi, of the 23rd May, referring to the circular issued b 
nn gen Oe esi the Amir of Cabul rae, Bo all Afghan Sirdars we 
living in India, except Yakub Khan and his adherents, 
to Cabul and promising them the restoration of their forfeited property, says 
that the object of the Amir in issuing this circular is to increase his strength, a 
thing which cannot be good for the English. 


9. The Banganivasi, of the 27th May, is afraid lest the Bajour affair 

should involve the English Government in diffi- 
culties. It is true the Amir of Cabul has, at the 
request of the English Government, given up all idea of invading Bajour, but 
the English Government have secret designing enemies who will not let the 
occasion pass without making the best use of it. According to these people the 
Amir has stopped his Bajour business only for a time, because a sudden outbreak 
of cholera about Cabul has made it impossible for his troops to commence active 
work. And the Pioneer has accordingly advised the Government to set up an 
outpost like Gilgit on the western frontier. Incitements to a fresh Afghan war 
are also not wanting. It is strange how the Pioneer, though knowing full well 
that the Amir is a shrewd man, is- advising the Government to undertake another 
Afchan expedition. The writer is afraid lest these seemingly innocent pranks 
of the Anglo-Indian press should lead to serious occurrences. 


3. The Sudhakar, of the 27th May, says that no well-wisher of British 
rule in India would like to see any difference arising 
between the English rulers of India and the Amir of 
Cabul. ‘The Anglo-Indian press, however, 1s con- 
stantly giving out venom against the Amir, and Anglo-Indian editors are trying 
their best to prove that the Amir is unfaithful to the English Government, is 
jealous of British power, and eyes with favour the friendship of the Czar. But 
the writer, for one, has not up to the present moment been able to discover a 
single instance of the Amir’s unfaithfulness to the English. His actions rathér 
show the Amir to be unfriendly to Russia, ‘They are not therefore well-wishers 
of the British Government who try to induce the English to look upon the Amir 
with disfavour. No sound statesman will admit that a friendship between the 
Amir and the Czar will be no cause fer fear for the English. It was the advice 
of bad men which involved the British Government in two successive unjust 
wars against the Afghans, and Government gained nothing by any of those 
campaigns. It is hoped that Government will not repeat that policy now, but 
amicably settle the Bajour affair. A friendly feeling between the Amir and 
the English Government is the one thing to be most desired at present. 


4, The Prakriti, of the 28th May, says that Sardar Umra Khan of Bajour 
: : is a great enemy of the Amir of Afghanistan, and 
*he Amir of Afghanistan. the | ae therafans wants to coerce a The Amir 
accordingly sent an army against the Sardar, but as the Sardar is under the 
protection of the English, the Amir had to call back his forces under orders 
from the Government of India. But will not his ill-feeling against the English 
Increase 0.2 this account? The English want to win over the Amir with money. 
But who shall say that they will not have recourse to arms, if they fail to gain 
their object by peaceful means? This, at any rate, is certain, that the relation 
between the English Government and the Amir is getting strained. The 
English have at last found out that the Amir is coquetting with both Eng- 
land and Russia. ‘The Anglo-Indian writers are urging Government to take u 


arms against the Amir. The outlook of things on the North-Western frontier 
is of a disqueting nature. 


9 The Bangavasi, of the 28th May, has the following :— 
Suki, The friendship of powerful friends has brought 
FP: . the ruler of Sikkim to his present miserable plight. 
pee. indeed !—escape from whose friendship would have meant for the ruler 
of Sikkim escape from the dangerous situation in which he himself and his 
Oe Sieg have been placed. Thibet is Sikkim’s friend bya blood connection, 
et English Government is its friend by treaty. And placed between these 
Yo iriends, the ruler of Sikkim has lost his kingdom and his wealth. He has 
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been imprisoned, and Heaven only knows what more awaits him. 
not a loser by its political friendship with the English, but that 
ship has ended as English friendship ended before in many othe 


Sikkim we 
English frien’, 
r Cases, 


IIl.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Polwe. 


PRAKRITI, 6. A correspondent of the Prakriti, of the 28th May, reports a serious Case 
May 28th, 1892. ae _ of dacoity from Anamdanga near Chuadanga in the 
a rbett and dacoity inthe Nadia Nadia district. The dacoits killed a man and took 
eee away 600 rupees. Theft and dacoity are very rif, 
in the place. The prevalence of scarcity and the situation of the criminal courts 
at an inconvenient distance are the causes of these crimes. The crimes are likely 
to be put down if the police Inspector makes Chuadanga his head-quarters, * 
7. A correspondent of the same paper reports a case of theft from Kaliachuk 
in the district of Malda. Cases of theft are als 
being reported from all sides. The authorities ought 
to look to the matter. The local police are unable to trace the thieves. 
Dacca PRAKASH, 8. A correspondent of the Dacca Prakash, of the 29th May, says that 
soe es Maton Sekharnagar, a rernote village within the Munsti. 
in the Manchizani subdivec st nj sub-division of the Dacca district, is in a 
the Dacca district. extremely deplorable condition. Utter lawlessness 
prevails here, and oppression of the weak by the 
strong goes on unchecked. ‘Theft is rampant and life and property are insecure. 
One cannot even enjoy in peace the fruits and vegetables of one’s own garden, 
The fishermen of the village are being sorely oppressed by the fouwdari beparis 
of the Jalkar Mahdl. They are forcibly removed from their houses and beaten 
for arrears of rent due from them, and sometimes even their nets and boats are 
seized. The villagers are very much in fear of thieves and incendiaries. A 
theft was committed on the 8th Jyoishtha last in the house of Jagabandhu, a 
fisherman. The thief has been traced and has admitted his guilt before the 
village panchayet. He is an old offender. The Deputy Magistrate ought to 
er as otherwise the man will manage to escape through loopholes in the 
aw. 
(GRAMVASI, 9. The Gramvasi, of the 30th May, has heard that theft has become very 
May 30th, 1892, Theft in Domjar thana, in the Tife at Maksrda and the adjacent villages in the 
Howrah district. Domjur théina, Howrah district. On the 20th April 
last, a thief was caught by the chaukidar of the village, and found to have in 
his peg two pieces of cloth which were identified by one Rashbihan 
Kaduri as his, and the theft of which had been previously noted in the thans 
diary. The Sub-Inspector of the Domjur thdna has, however, let off the thief 
on the ground of want of evidence. The villagers apprehend great danger 
from the letting off of thieves in this manner. It is hoped that the able and 
wise Magistrate of Howrah will keep an eye on the careless police, 


(b6)— Working of the Courts. 


iis tacit 10. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 24th May, says that, if it be cot- 
May 24th, 1892. . sidered indispensable to hold morning Cont 8 
Meening Gentle in-pertnen Burdwan, let the Courts be held between 6 a 
10} a.m. Prolonging the sittings of Courts beyond 103 A.M. must be a wit 
of serious public inconvenience. The Magistrate of Burdwan has, howev : 
made it a rule requiring Uourts to be held till 12 noon, and a Munsif 1s 00 
doing the Magistrate by holding his Court till 1 pm. and somnetantt 
21 p.m., thus causing very great inconvenience to the amla, the suitors 40 
pleaders. . : oe the 
S,HAacHaR The administration of criminal ll. The Sahachar, of the 25th May , nas 
May 25th, 1892, justice. following _— ; | bli 
Sir Charles Elliott, we are convinced, docs not wish to disregard pu 
opinion; and it is because we are convinced of this that we propose a thoroug 
overhauling of the present system of administering criminal justice. bop 
people of this country have now begun to believe that no one who 18 sé 


by the police as an asami can escape punishment. And this is not @ 


PRAKRITI. 


Thefts in the district of Malda, 
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belief. Nor 1s the belief confined to a few ; men’s experience in this matter all 
over the country being the same, and leading them to the same conclusion 
Everybody knows what the police in this country is; and recent events have 
led to a fearful increase of its powers. We are constrained to say with regret 
that even NOW bribery and corruption goes on unchecked. But it 4 diffic Ie t 
rove this. For a long time past Diamond Harbour has been the scene of the 
following occurrence ;—Evory year at harvest time a certain person of that place 
loots the standing crops of his neighbours with the aid of lathials. Complaint 
have been made to the Magistrate to the effect that man persons have for tl ' 
above reason, and despairing of ever finding a remedy, left their haseniatianils * 
‘od from the place; and the Magistrate has with his own eyes seen the d ted 
homesteads. People say—but statements like these are hard to rove—that i : 
who has been committing this act of looting in Diamond Harbour 1 7 ‘the 
habit of regularly paying the Sub-Inspector of the local police f " th we : 
being a bribe of Rs, 500 every year, while subordinate aulbienien “~ ‘d aa 
of money varying according to their position in the service. Th “ aan 
have not the courage to institute complaints, Again there ee ag 
Bengal who have the police regularly in their pay ™ ‘Ben I lic st a 
all hours of the night and gambling goes on esid a agg = sold at 
affrays also are not rare occurrences. “Bring com tea dl avai - i Ye = one 
the police will say that the complaints are false able - - e offenders, and 
offenders Potion Ab are the complainants, the accused sane . SS ae : ~ 
The Magistrates and the timid Deputy Magistrates in he a a be punished. 
. er — en se despatch of the Kamar (slayer of util aelaaey a 
the temple at Kalighat. In most of . 
is almost nothing * record, while in coor at wee 2 - —re — 
imprisonment is passed on the accusad. We do not ve < = of rigorous 
this. =, is that well-known circular of Government hich i. deh the ohols 
mischief. o 
It is difficult to describe th . 4: 
results of this state of things. The ofiaeie have on we oe he oe 
or wrong, their actions will be upheld by their official a eer that, right 
Sessions Mamtaj Hossein Khondkar was ter . At the Alipore 
re seg sean On appeal the High Court dicosted a BE hn -_ — 
these circumstances, the proper course would h ) a a 
hijat. But neither the Magi nay Be whtalncens ache gy Perv e-seongedlie 
le, — of that a gpg val a : . ay $0 sone 
ength acquitted. But who is to be held ‘ble ee 
two months the man had to und a 7 _ fact that for over 
oe et ae ergo penal servitude like a regular convict ? 
perfectly ollie. “ p Ale ng 2 “ — Government remains 
my = = case had occurred in Sacead. ohih ‘eg ig Z — _—, ” 
ion than this country ? In this ¢ ay smaller popula- 
saropean am seset and J ss peo Pg ag bose Pp = 2 = tat 
physique of the natives is such that th sonsider whether the 
passed upon them. ey can undergo the sentences which are 


It was 1; te 

sla s lately ruled by the High Courts of Calcutta and Bombay that 

which are recorded in tl 

able f in the course of police enquiries. This 

Pe me of defence. It is notorious that witnesses page y _ 

above waliner ry hg quite another thing in court. If, in st "ith th 

would be crieedly 4itcke if oy arid a eee court, i 

cvidence which ult, if not altegether impossible, to convict 
— ‘as false. But we have | a ict anybody on 

i Raat ee we have learnt with surprise that only the oth 

of Police has orc eader publicly stated in Court that th 7 ac 

ia ~ ae gmap! officers to record all cnditek W's oaean 

Avain, t] £ iis is done, it will be difficult to cat 

Waction it atapansi es have increased that difficulty i gn Be wang a 

tum by ano ke eee at least so we were lately told i de 

foe sh. 27 ice officer. In the case referred to, the Magi : a dbeagce-s 

‘aa trate had t 
lho o ce diary and had been every ti wy a wice called 
‘ctor that th every time informed by the Divisional 

ltoduction of wh; ere was no such diary. What is all this? mgm 

of which in Court depend the liberty of the people ak t op Robo! 
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administration of justice by Her Majesty’s Law Courts ought not sure} to 
made §* poe Soh A merchant can, of course, have his confidentiat | tn 
file, and letters passing between an advocate and his client ought surely ce 
treated as privileged communications. But whatever is written or dono for th 
reservation of peace and order in the State 1s undoubtedly public propert i 
if need be the plaintiff and the defendant alike are entitled to use the jas * 
the purpose of defending their liberty. Sir Charles Elliott will sce that by ne 
orders recently passed by the authorities in this connection the public are ‘Bw 
given to understand that in regard to the administration of justice the interests 
of Government are not the same as the interests of the people. But isit Goyer 
ment’s interest to send men to jail by hook or by crook? We have alwa 
believed that the Counsel for the Crown in the British Criminal Courts do a 
consider it their duty to get the accused punished by any means and eyo 
means. “TI have got this evidence to bring forward. I am bound to place 
before the Court everything that goes against as well as everything that goes jn 
favour of the accused. If after considering all this evidence the Court convict 
the accused, well and good, otherwise let him be acquitted.” This is the prope 
English judicial procedure, and it is this with which we are familiar, and t 
which we point with pride when we call ourselves English citizens before the 
French people and other foreigners. But are we notin reality English citizens? 
Is Government really anxious that the public should not be informed of everythin 
which is done in connection with the administration of criminal justice? Wedo 
not feel disposed to believe this. Be that as it may, one thing is certain, namely 
that, if things are allowed to go on in this way for some time longer, the very 
name of a British law court will grate upon men’s ears. ‘The example of the 
educated classes was gradually leading the masses in this country to help the 
police in the matter of investigating crimes and arresting criminals. But 
under the new arrangements, the people will take up a different attitude 
for the purpose of self-defence. Henceforward, when an offence will be 
meine efforts will be made to conceal it. In the presence of a common 
danger, even enemies become friends, and the most timid man shows courage and 
perseverance. But is it desirable to bring about such a state of things? The 
Hindu and Mussulman religions possess considerable power and vitality even 
now, and efforts to bring about unity in the name of religion will never prove 
abortive. The result of all this will be that crime and wickedness will increase 
in the land. History teaches us that the number of crimes committed ina 
country is in proportion to the rigour of its law and the severity of the punish- 
ments inflicted on criminals by its.law courts, and that where the law inflicts 
the severest punishment, there it shortly becomes almost impossible to colled 
evidence necessary fora conviction. Just as the mixing of alloy with silver m 
the rupee, in the long run, makes Government a loser, so stringent laws and 
rigorous punishments defeat their own purposes. 
We therefore respectfully ask Sir Charles Elliott to give his attention ! 
this matter. We are proud of the British law courts. That even the most 
despicable murderer, or the most sneakish smuggler, is not pane in those 
courts without a trial, is the impression which we have imbibed with our mothers 
milk, And must we now lay that impression aside? The good name of British 
justice is known all the world over? But the events that are now taking place 
in the country have agitated the public mind. Government by terrorism + 
most abominable thing, and is the last refuge of all weak and cruel rulers. The 
British Government is not under the necessity of following that policy. pe 
thing is certain, namely, that a system of administration like that can never in 
an end to institutions like the Congress, but, on the contrary, increases me? 
perseveranco and determination. 7 
Sanstvant, 12. The Sanjivani, of the 28th May, says that transfer to Ranigan) Nr 
a Punishment of Mr Windsor, the punishment that has been inflicted bis 
Joint-Magistrate of Serampore, and Windsor, J oint-Magistrate of Serampore, “a 
Se Collector of grievious offence. Babu Dwarka Nath soy 
Deputy Collector of Tangail, has also been awd 
ferred to the Sadar, perhaps as a punishment for his carrying out the © vob 
the Magistrate of Mymensingh for the ejectment of the raiyats of J oaly 
Chandhurani. But no blame can attach to Babu Dwarka Nath, for he 
carried out the orders of his superior officer. It is the Magistrate 0D whom 
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of the eviction affair, and it is he who ought to be punished. 

. gpm to be transferred to the Opium, Forest, or Agricultural 
my the same paper says that under Mr. Phillips’ protection the Deputy 
Magistrates of Mymensingh are committing all sort 

A high-hended proceeding of of oppressions on the people. The following is a 
Mr. Philips, Magistrate, Mymen-  Oo.6 in point which occurred in Jamélpur:—A dova 
sn has been formed near the old ‘cutcherry at 
Jamélpur by the formation of churs in the river Brahmaputra. The river near 
Jamélpur, with all the churs and dovas, is included in the zamindari of Bisweswari 
Chundhurani and Brajendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuni, zamindars of Gauripur in 
the Mymensingh district. But the water of the dova in question 1s used by the 
ople of Jamdlpur and by the Sub-divisional Officer, and other people are 
lowed to catch fish in the dova. On the 31st May, last year, the Deputy 
Magistrate of Jamalpur issued an order to the town head-constable to see that 
the water of the dova was not made turbid by anybody catching fish in the 
same, as the water was used by the public for drinking and other purposes. 
Soon after the issue of this order six persons named Boya Majhi, Subal Majhi, 
Madan Majhi, Makram Majhi, Tincari Majhi, and Surya re were sent up 
by the police for trial under section 277 of the Indian Penal Code, although 
the accused declared that they had taken a lease of the fishing right in the dova 
fom the zamindars. Mr. Phillips, the District Magistrate, did not allow the 
Sub-divisional Officer of Jamdlpur to try the case, but sent Babu Srinath 
Chatterji, Deputy Magistrate, from the Sadar specially for that purpose. It 
must be noted here that since the arrest of the accused four months had passed 
away in correspondence between Mr. Phillips and the Sub-divisional Officer, 
and the case was not taken up by Babu Srinath Chatterji tillthe end of Septem- 
ber, Babu Srinath did not consider it advisable to charge the accused under 
section 277, but framed a charge of theft against them under section 379, there- 
by taking for granted that the dova belonged to Government. The accused 
prayed for permission to subpoena Babu Jnan Sankar Sen, a former Sub-divi- 
sional Officer of Jamdlpur, who could speak to the fact that the dova belonged 


to the zamindars abovenamed. But permission was refused under Mr. Phillips’ 
instructions. Similarly, the wy of the accused to have certain documents 


from the Collectorate produced in the court in support of their contention was 
refused, and the Deputy Magistrate also refused to admit in evidence attested 
copies of those documents. Mr. Phillips’ machinations thus left the accused no 
evidence to prove their contention that the dova belonged to the zamindars and 
that they had taken from them a lease of the fishing right init. The men were 
convicted and sentenced to one month’s imprisonment and a fine of Rs. 25 each. 
But a trial so strange has seldom been seen. Surely the Sub-divisional Officer 
of Jamalpur or any other man who occasionally caught fish in the dova could no 
more lay claim to a proprietary right in it than could any District Magistrate 
claim as his own the carriage or horses of any zamindar which he has had the 
pleasure of using. The convicted persons appealed against the sentence to the 
District J udge, who at once set it aside and acquitted the prisoners. 


On reading the District Judge’s judgment, Mr. Phillips wrote to the 
following effect to the Sub-divisional Officer of Jamélpur :— 


“Seen. The S. D. will retain possession of the dova on behalf of Govern- 
ment. If any suit is instituted it will be ance 1 defended.” 

Mr. Phillips openly declared that he would not let the zamindars encroach 
on one another’s property, and that he is determined to put a stop to such things. 
That is good. But why should Mr. Phillips himself or his subordinates 
encroach on other people’s property by force? 


It is hoped that Government will call for the papers of the case, and see j 
Mr, Phillips has not really been guilty of Miabienda tens tes 


lt. The same paper publishes the following in regard to Babu Sibchandra 
rahe Shibchandra N ag, Deputy Nag, Deputy Magistrate of Tangail in the My men- 


“agistrate of T 7 : : * abul : 
iedeak of Tangail, inthe My- singh district, and says that the account given below 


has been substantiated by respectable persons— . 


(1), As one Himmat Ali Sekh, a maker of thatched houses in T 
Vas passing by the house of Babu Nagerdrakumar Mallik, t egal, 


he Jail Doctor, i 
rer to come to the house of Babu Gurugobinda Chaudhuri to sree for i: 


SAaNJIVANI, 
May 28th, 1892. 
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iece of work, the Babu got enraged, struck him with his clenched firt, kick 
im, and kept him bound. Himmat Ali instituted in the court of Baby a 
chandra Nag a case of assault and wrongful confinement against the Baby w 
Babu on his side made over Himmat Ali to the police on a charge of tia e 
On the day of hearing, the pleaders, Babus Nabakumar Rai and Shashibho. 
Talukdar appeared on behalf of Himmat Ali. se Babu’s case res 
. ne . Was first 
taken up, and in the course of his deposition Babu Shashibhusan Talukda, asked 
the Deputy Magistrate’s permission to present a petition on behalf of his client 
whereupon the Deputy Magistrate convicted him of contempt of cour fines 
him Rs. 51 and forbade him to take part any further in the defence Th 
Deputy Magistrate then fined Himmat Ali Rs. 25 for trespass on the vr 
evidence of the complainant Nagendra Babu, and in the face of the evidence 4 
two teachers, two students, and two disinterested persons to the effect tha 
Himmat Ali was a man of good character, that he had not trespassed into the 
Babu’s house, that the Babu had cruelly struck him with the fist and viven 
him kicks and had finally wrongfully confined him. The Deputy Magistrate 
assed his sentence without hearing the pleaders and mukhtars of Himmat Aj 
e also insulted a teacher of the Tangail Entrance School who appeared g:, 
witness on behalf of Himmat Ali by saying that certain men among teacher 
may be the worst men in the world. He also told a pleader of Himmat Aj; 
that he ought not to have appeared to slander the doctor. In the course of tho 
hearing of the case, the Deputy Magistrate took occasion to remark that the 
doctor is a titled man, and that the people of Tangail ought to be ashamed of 

the case. 

Deni and Topi Beharas of Tangail submitted a petition to the Deputy 
Magistrate, complaining of the conduct of the constable Ramgopal Gograni 
and of another constable who had beaten and compelled them to carry a dead 
body. The petition was presented on the 7th April last when the Depnty 
Magistrate said that he would hold a local enquiry. He did indeed holda 
local gnquiry, but he did not inform the parties of his order on the petition. 
Deni Behara applied on the 25th April last for an attested copy of the petition 
and the order thereon, and on the 27th April last he furnished stamped papers for 
the copy. But he received the copy with difficulty only on the 16th or 17th 
May last. These two Beharas have been excommunicated by their caste men for 
carrying a dead body. 

The Deputy Magistrate having had occasion to go to a certain place order- 
ed Chamru and Ramgolam Beharas to bring a palki for him. But in the mean- 
while the Beharas in question had been engaged by one Prannath Sannyal whom 
they carried to a certain place. For this offence the Deputy Magistrate set up 
one Shibgolam Behara as informer, proceeded against the Beharas on behalf ot 
Government on a charge of breach of contract, and fined each of them five 
rupees. In that case the Deputy Magistrate himself was the real complainant, 
and he should not therefore have tried the case. : 

One Bechu Mandal of the village Hatibandha in Tangail lodged a com- 
plaint in the thdna against one Dasarath Pramanik. He did not mention the 
name of Gangaram Pramanikin his deposition. The police at first used the. 
form, and then Gangaram Pramanik and some other persons appeared as defet- 
dants in the case, having been either chdélldned by the police or summoned by 
the Deputy Magistrate. Although Gangaram’s name was not mentioned in the 
deposition of the complainant, he along with the other accused was sent to hayut 
by the Deputy Magistrate. Gangaram has subsequently been released on bail 
It is said that he will make a motion against the order of the Depuly 
Magistrate. — 

The Lieutenant-Governor is as a thunderbolt to wrong-doers, and tt r 
hoped that His Honour will promptly put a stop to these unjust proceedings ° 
the Deputy Magistrate. 

15. The same paper says that the highhandedness of Mr. Philly 

The story of the demolition of Magistrate of Mymensingh, cannot fail to fi)) on 


- Faiyats’ houses in Tangail, in the with astonishment. It is indeed difficult to concel™® 
Mymensingh district. 


how an English Magistrate can act as Mr. Phil P 
has acted. It has been shown in the last issue of this paper by Mr. Phillips 
own letter that he has had the houses of 21 raiyats of Jahnavi Ch 


demolished. Mr. Phillips, however, now urges in his explanation that 
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vq orders for making any 1 of force, and that he only directed the 
raiyats to be frightened. but in his letter Mr. Phillips distinctly orders 
the demolition of the raiyats’ houses. Mr. Phillips also urges in his ex- 
lanation that the houses in question were temporary sheds unsuitable for 
amily residence and erected with the view of encroaching on the khas mahdl, 
that the families of the raiyats were not living in these houses at the time of the 
Jemolition, and that, with the exception of a few plantain trees, there were no 
trees in those houses. But the letter of the raiyats quoted below tells a 
different tale. The following is a summary of the raiyats’ letter :-— 

They settled on the spot, which is alluvial land, in 1295B.S. In 1297B.8., 
the Sub-Deputy Collector of Tangail, Maulvi Safiuddin Ahmad Khan Bahadur, 
came with an amin named Rashbehari Guha to define the boundaries of the 
Gairagachha khas mahdl. In the course of the measurement he found that the 
houses of Kanu Mandal and several other raiyats had slightly encroached on the 
thas mehal, and he therefore served a notice apon Jahnavi Chaudhurani requiring 
her to remove the portion of the houses which were encroachments. This 
notice was complied with. The High Court, in a judgment dated the 23rd 
November 1891, confirmed a decision of the lower court declaring Jahnavi 
Chaudharani to be the owner of the land in question. In the month of 
Acrahayan or Pous 1298 B.S., the Sub-Deputy Collector, Babu Dwarakanath 
Basu Majumdar, measured the land from an indefinite boundary of the khas 
mehal and as a result of that measurement found the houses of the raiyats, 
as well as a large tract of land on the north of the houses, to be within the 
limits of the khas mehal. On the 12th February last, Babu Umesh Chandra 
Banerjee, Deputy Magistrate of Tangail, served Jahnavi Chaudharani and the 
raiyats with notices requiring them to show cause why their houses should not 
be demolished. Jshnavi Chaudhurani as well as the raiyats objected to the 
requisition made in this notice. But the Deputy Magistrate, without heeding 
the objection, made a report to the Magistrate, who ordered the raiyats on the 
19th March last to leave their homes within a week’s time on pain of being 
prosecuted for disobedience. Upon this Jahnavi Chaudharani had the land 
measured by a competent survey amin from the masonry pillar on the boundary 
of Asligram chouhali and in accordance with the survey map. Asa result of 
an it was found that the northern boundary of the Gairagachha khas mehal was 
ve bighas away from the houses of the raiyats. She sent copies of the survey 
map to the Deputy Collector as well as to the District Collector, and prayed that 
2 limits of the khas mehal might be fixed by measurement from the above 
amous pillar. But this prayer was rejected by the Collector. One Jayenulla 
Munshi, a ‘has mehal raiyat, came to forcibly till the land on the tr 4 of the 
houses of the raiyats of Jahnavi Chaudhurani, but was opposed by Debi 
Bharari. Upon this the said Munshi instituted a suit against Debi Bharari, who 
was fined by Babu Shib Chandra Nag, Deputy Magistrate, Rs. 50, and sentenced 
4 three months’ rigorous imprisonment. Debi Bharari_ has appealed to the 
seme Judge and is now on bail. On the 21st April, Babu Dwarakanath Basu 

ajumdar, Sub-Deputy Collector of Tangail, came accompanied by 28 constables 
med with loaded guns and bayonets as well as by a large number of 
ets of the khas mehal. Babu Ishanchandra Sen, an officer of Jahnavi 
rs mace represented to the Sub-Deputy Collector that it would be wrong 
ahha eatin ane oe Se ayo, ns payee to foal officer to accept rent 
low their houses to stand. But without heeding. thi 
a aye Bang without allowing the raiyats time to remove their families 
gh cae e te xe! Collector proceeded to have their houses demolished 
ey the raiyats of the khas mehal. While the helpless raiyats were bus 
eir families. th kh t : ; y removing 
ere epg e khas mehal raiyats demolished their houses, scattered their 
Thus hg -mell, and pulled the plantain trees in their houses up by the roots 
ies e nen rice and grains as also the plates of the raiyats were lost. The 
6 rh are rk bean and brinjal plantations in the houses of the raiyats have also 
their — g They are now quite helpless, and are living in the houses of 
; 16. The Saraswat Patra, of the 28th May, says that recently o case 
Seasoning justice with mercy. pons in ee - — FP crayon who had 
Fe aa caused grievous hurt to his wife, ought in th 
ary course of the law, to have been sentenced to aihiaaeaial te a ae 


SARASWAT PaTRa, 
May 28th, 1892, 
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term But the Judge who tried the case thought that the man’s imprisonm 
would mean the starvation of his helpless children, and he accordingly Stites 
upon him a sentence of fine and one day’s Imprisonment, This was Justic 
seasoned with mercy. But does any Judge in India think of seasoning ‘eilion 

with merc m this way ? ‘ie ei ie ne at 
GRAMVASI, 17. e Gramvasi, ot the ay, says that it has creat ry 

oo. . Oe Babu eat Chakravart the eo a ae 
e case against the Sub-Ins- : AS nd just 
ctor of Police, Bagnan, in the ‘Deputy Magistrate of Ulubaria, and that this jg 
owrah distriet. why it is so much grieved at his hasty dismissal 
of the case against the Sub-Inspector of Police, Bagnan. The complainant 
in this case had been grievously oppressed, and the accused was a person of 
no less influence than the Sub-Inspector of a village thana. It is tme tha 
the pleader, Babu Ambika Charan Chatterji, and other witnesses summoned 
by the complainant ought to have made their appearance on the day fixed 
for the hearing of the case. But could not the Deputy Magistrate, from , 
consideration for the poor complainant, postpone the hearing of the case foy 
even a single day? It, however, speaks much for the kindness of the Deput 


Magistrate that he has let off Dwarka Nath Datta, the absconding olleadas 


r 
with a fine of Rs. 30 in consideration of his being a school-boy. But it is to 
be regretted that he should have let off the Sub-Inspector even after hearing 
of the grievous oppressions he had committed. It is hoped that the able 
Magistrate of Howrah will punish the Sub-Inspector after making a proper 
enquiry. 

The writer made a mistake in stating that the proclamation requiring an 
absconding offender to make his appearance, and the order for the attachment 
of his property, cannot be made at one and the same time. Section 88 of tlie 
Code of Criminal Procedure provides that the property of an absconding 
offender will be at the disposal of Government within 30 days from the issue 
of the proclamation. But, at the same time, section 87 clearly says that the 
period that should be allowed to the abscondirg offender to make his appearance 
should not be less than 30 days. This makes the law a little ambiguous. But 
when the law requires the proclamation to be made before the issue of the order 
for the attachment of property, it is but fair that the order should not be 
issued till at least a week has passed from the making of the proclamation. 

18. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 41st May, says that formerly Government 

Deputy Magistrates by nomina. Selected Deputy Magistrates by nomination, and 
tion and Deputy Magistrates by those who were appointed in this way did their 
examination. work fairly well. After a time, this system of 
appointing Deputy Magistrates by nomination was impugned, and Govern- 
ment made up its mind to appoint Deputy Magistrates on the result of com- 
petitive examinations. And aiter the institution of the examination systell, 
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Taranlpr’ 
Gobindpur, Banki and others villages within the jurisdiction of the Baduris 
thana, in the Basirhat sub-division of the 24 Parganas district, are 


( 537 ) 


terribly from cholera and scarcity of water. But has the local Deputy Magis- 
trate done anything to ameliorate their condition? ‘The people of Baganchra, 
Bauti, Setai and other villages within the Banagram sub-division of the Jessore 
district are suffering terribly from the same cause, but nothing has been done to 
remove or allay their sufferings. Again, Indira, Agardani, Madhababati, Chha- 
sharia, Boalia, Haoalkhani and other villages within the Satkhira sub-division 
sf the Khulna district are suffering terribly from scarcity of water. The po 
of these places are bringing their supplies of water from distances of 5 or 6 miles. 
But the local Deputy Magistrate takes no steps to alleviate their distress. In the 
month of Chaitra the bazar at Banagram caught fire. The Deputy Magistrate 
was present on the spot, but did not make the least effort to put down the fire. 
If he had taken the intiative in the matter, thousands of people would have 
assisted him. The writer has therefore no hesitation in saying that the boy- 
Deputies of the present day are unfit for any work other than the bare trial 
of cases. Really able and efficient men are very rare among the B. A’s and 


M. A.’s who are now appointed as Deputy Magistrates. ‘These boy Deputies aro | 


unfit for serious and important work. 


(c)—JSuals. 


19. The Chéruvérta, of the 23rd May, says that it is commonly believed 
that the prisoners in jails get much worse food 
than what Government has prescribed for them. 
They are given very coarse rice, and dal, vegetables and fish of a very inferior 
sort. The drinking water supplied in jails is also not in all cases good. 
And the prisoners are very egg ciothed in the winter and their 
bedding is bad. And thus insufficiently fed and clothed they are made to 
work very hard. It 1s no wonder therefore that their health breaks down 
shortly after admittance into jail. As for the prisoners’ labour in the jails, 
the writer considers it a stigma upon the English name that, while inventing 
machines to reduce the need for human or avimal labour, the English people 
should yoke their prisoners in India like so many bullocks to the oil machine. 
And this practice of employing prisoners to work at oil-machines affords 
the jail officers opportunities of committing oppression on the prisoners, 
and of making money by unfair means. ‘This practice ought to be discontinued. 
Under the existing system prisoners are left too much at the mercy of the jail 
officers, and cannot say anything against the latter for fear lest they should be 
secretly punished for complaining. ‘lo ensure better feeding and clothing, and 
to check jail oppression, the writer would suggest that all complaints of violation 
of jail rules by prisoners be heard not, as at present, by the jail officers themselves, 
but in open courts of justice, and that Municipal Commissioners and members 
of District and Local Boards be appointed ex-officio visitors of jails within their 
respective jurisdictions. 


Prisoners in the jails. 


(d)— Education. 


, | 20. The Samay, of the 27th May, has the 
a sonestional policy of Gov- following — | ys 


The avenues of high education are bein 
gradually ciosed in this country. Government is abolishing the State schools 
and colleges one after another. If the abolition of schools and colleges goes 
on at the present rate, not a trace of those institutions will be left in the 
rountry after a short timre. Government abolishes its schools and colleges on 
the plea that it wants money for primary education. But it has, up to this 
lime, given no indication of its intention to take steps for the advancement of 
primary education. Thus, it seems that both high and primary education will 
suffer, he gates of high education are being closed, and yet nothing is bein 
ie for primary education. ‘The public ought to protest aguinst this policy of 
a ecoment. rhe writer is glad that the Satya dharma-Samaj of Puna 
ae a, addressed a representation to Government, asking it to revise its 
nf 1) c+ Primary education, and to provide for a free and compulsory education 
mts ys and girls of 7 to 12 years of age. It is hoped that all India will support 

‘epresentation of the Satya dharma-Samaj. 


CHARUVARTA, 
May 23rd, 1892. 


SAMAY, 
May 27th. 1892. 


SANJIVANI, 
April 28th, 1892. 


~—_ or/J, 


SaNSODHINIT, 
May 2uth, 1892, . 


BoRDWAN SANJIVAN], 
May 2ith, 1892. 


"BANGANIVAST, 
May 22th, 1892, 
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21. The Sanjivant, of the 28th May, has received a letter from a student 
, who intends to appear at the next M.A. Exam; 
An unproeurable text-book for tion, and who says that Mascart and Joubert’ Eleo 
the M. A. Kxamination, “9 ‘ gal 8 Klee. 
tricity and Magnetism, which is a text-book for the 
said examination, is not to be had in Calcutta. The English agents of Messrs. 
Lahiri and Company were instructed to procure the book in England, but the 
have sent back the money remitted to them, saying that the book is out of print 
and cannot be procured. The intending candidates for the next M.A. Examin. 
ation in Physics spoke to the Registrar about this, and the Registrar tolq 
them to submit a petition to the Syndicate in the month of June for omitting 
tlie book frem the list of text-books. But how is it that such a book came to 
be included in the list at all? The affair shows how carelessly the University 
authorities do their work. 


| (e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration, 


22. The Sansodiini, of the 20th May, has heard with astonishment that 

: applications for posts under the District Board of 

oo of the Chittayong District (Chittagong will not be entertained if they are not 

made on eight-auna stamped paper, and even a 

candidate for the post of a pundit under the Board must submit his application in 

this form if he wishes his application to be taken into consideration, It is 
hoped tbat the District Board will cancel this rule without delay. 


23 <A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivani, 
of the 24th May, writes as follows:— 


_ At a meeting of the Raniganj Municipality, held on the 9th May last, the 
Vice-Chairman presented a bill for Rs. 20 for the approval of the Commis. 
sioners The charge made in the bill was incurred, it was alleged, in conse- 
crating a well according to the rites of the Hindu religion. Now, the well in 
question belonged to the municipality, and there was no necessity of conse- 
crating it on the Hindu method, and the more so, as it was not set apart for the 
exclusive use of the Hindus. Again, supposing there was any necessity for 
consecration, the ceremony should have been performed at a cost for 14 rupees, 
simply by throwing pancha gabya (five things derived from the cow) into it. In 
this view of the matter some of the C mmissioners refused to sanction the bill. 
The matter was thereupon put to the vote and carried by a majority of 1 or 2. 
Some of the dissenting Commissioners proposed that their votes, together with 
the explanation accompanying them, be recorded in the minute-book. The 
Chairman, however, called them to order, and a European Commissioner, 
struck the table vehemently with his hand and said ‘nonsense, not neces- 
sary’! Thereupon the five dissenting Commissioners, addressing the Chair _ 
man, said that as the proceedings of the meeting were not being recorded 
in the minute-book, and as none of their proposals was being accepted, and as 
they were very improperly treated, they would ask his permission to leave the 
mecting. And as the Chairman gave no reply, and moreover seemed not to 
heed what they said, they left the meeting. They next telegraphed to the 
District Magistrate and addressed him a lettor setting forth all the facts of the 
case. But the Magistrate has in reply asked the Commissioners to explain why 
they left the mecting without the permission of the Chairman. Has any one 
ever heard of justice done in this manner? Are gentlemen giving their labour — 
free in the cause of the public to be thus rewarded ? ‘This is certainly not the 
intention of self-government. pee 
24. The Banganivasi, of the 27th May, says that those among the Munr 
The Caleutta Municipality and cipal Commissioners of Calcutta who were a 
the late Sir Heury Harrison. of the late Sir Henry Harrison ought to have " 
memorated the name of their patron at their ow? 
expense and not at that of the municipality. Was Sir Henry a worthier et 
than the Jate Prince Albert Victor or Lord Ripon that he has been thought 4 
to have his memory preserved in the name of the best road in the metrop? Gir 
And will not the existing Calcutta Municipal Act be a sufficient memorial of 
Henry Harrison? Does Sir Henry’s name deserve any other memor 


A Municipal affair in Raniganj — 
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bh Dainik, of the 27th May, complains that the members of 
_— the Satkhira ef Board ,in the Khulna district, 
rhe Satkhira Local Board in ghend for their. own benefit money drawn by 
the Khulna district. them for public purposes without any opposition 
their brother members, who mean to profit similarly in their turn. Govern- 
oo should enquire into the matter, or matters will be thrown into confusion 
ae Local Board in question. = 
3s 26. The Prakriti, of the 28th May, has the 
The Commissioners of the Cal- following :— , 
ruta Municipality and the Jae = Tt has been decided at a recent meeting of the 
ee Calcutta Municipality to call the Calcutta Central 
Road the Harrison Road by way of showing. respect to the memory of the late 
c Henry Harrison. Now, there can be no objection to giving a road any 
‘ame whatever. Nevertheless, the writer sees no reason why the name of the 
‘oad in question should be changed. In the first place, there is no necessity of 
changing the name. and in the second place, if it is at all thought advisable to 
change its name, it should be called not the Harrison Road, but the Albert Road, 
out of respect for the memory of the deceased Prince. Some of the Commis- 
joners present at the meeting said that the rate-payers of Calcutta would give 
the best proof of their loyalty by calling it the Harrison Road But the ques- 
tion is, will more loyalty be shown by calling it the Harrison Road than by 
alling it the Albert Road? Again, do the rate-payers of the city owe any debt 
of gratitude to the late Sir Henry Harrison? The deceased gentleman 
did them very great harm by his new Municipal Act, and they owe absolutely 
no gratitude and no affection to Sir Henry. The gy Chairman of 
the Municipality is, indeed, greatly indebted to him. In fact, he owes his very 
Chairmanship to Sir Henry, He cannot, therefore, be blamed for expressing 
his gratitude to Sir Henry. But the Commissioners who, forgetting their sense 
at duty, echoed Mr. Lee’s words, cannot certainly be praised. Babu Surendra 
Nath Banerjee is noted for his disinterested patriotism, and he was most anxious 
tohave the road styled the Harrison Road. The: late Sir Henry Harrison 
voted against the disaffiliation of the Ripon College, and Babu Surendra Nath 
wanted to repay his debt of gratitude to ‘the deceased gentleman, But he 


night have paid that debt in some other’ way. -. In discharging his personal 


debt to Sir Henry Harrison, a man like him should not have injured his country, 


thereby proving his own and his countrymen’s worthlessness. Will not English- 


men say after this that the natives of this country are given to licking the feet 
of those who are their enemy and who oppress them most? And would Mr. Lee 


be very wrong if he should infer from this affair that the more a man 


oppressed the natives the greater would be the respect that would be shown to 
him after his death or retirement from office ? 
27. The Sunjirani, of the 28th May, says that the Chief Commissioner of 
ea mor Assam recommended that the annual contribution 
bat, spite! midwife atGau- of Rs, 500 made by the Kamrup Local Board for 
the maintenance of a midwife at Gauhati should go 
to the fund of the Gauhati Hospital. That recommendation was accepted b 


the Hospital Committee. But the Local Board desires that a midwife should be. 


maintained on half pay for another year. Mr. Ward’s object in making the 
recommendation was that, as the midwife was of little public service, because 
she was not generally called in by the poor and charged fees upon them when 
called in, the midwife contribution would meet with better application in the 
hospital. But although the midwife is called in by the poor only on rare 
‘ccasions, her services on those occasions are really invaluable, and many mothers 
have owed their lives to her skill. Recently a woman on the Kamakshya hill 
) came restless from pain after delivery. ‘lhe country midwives tried to assuage 

© pan by the administration of opium, but they did not suspect that there 
were other children in the woman’s womb. The Hospital midwife, when called 


ch once found this out and saved the woman’s life by delivering her of two 
nore children. The retention of the services of the midwifo is necessary, as there 


ra other regularly trained midwife, and as there are few competent country 

of or he b Gauhati . Native women would rather die than accept the services 

Assam igh during parturition. No midwife will serve on half pay in 

ty Hospital Committee may dismiss a midwife who will not offer her 
tothe poor free of charge. 


SULABH DaINIK, 
May 27th, 1892, 


PRAKRITI, 
May 28th, 1892, 


SANJIVANI, 
May 28th, 1892. 
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SAHACHAR, 
Nay 25th, 1892. 


- PRATIKAR, 
May 27th, 1802. 


BAaNGAVAST, 
May 28th, 1892, 


BAaNGaVASI, 
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( f )\— Questions, affecting the lund. 
98. The Sahochar, of the 25th May, h 


The cadastral survey of Bihar. following n regard to the cadastral 
Bihar :— ; , 

The Englishman newspaper has justly said, why not drop the survey when 
there is so much opposition to it. Government says that the Survey will cog 
only 8 annas per acre, but the Laglishman, which knows the true condition of 
the country, says that it may cost as much as Rs. 8 per acre. The survey 
will faraick petty officers with an opportunity of oppressing the people, and thie 
entire province of Bihar will be flooded with law-suits, and both raiyat anq 
gamindar will be ruined in consequence of it. But, as the Lnglishman says 
Government thinks that it knows better than the people. It is said that fly. 
survey, though it will ruin the present generation, will benefit the next. hj, 
and other arguments have been answered by the ELaglishman. According to §jy 
Charles Elliott the proposed survey has not met with much opposition. Wha 
according to His Honour does the word opposition mean? Is not that Opposi- 
tion in which there is no use of the lathi? There has been sufficient Opposi- 
tion in this matter, and there are no two opinions in Bihar on the subject 
of the survey, The matter has even been brought to the notice of Paria. | 
ment, and the proposal to proceed with the survey at this time of distress has 
amazed Mr. Curzon, the Under-Secretary of State. The writer again asks, 
when will the administrative authorities in India learn to act in accordance 
with public opinion? If the question of the survey had been a political ques. _ 
tion, the Government, as in the case of the annexation of Burma, could have 
justly set public opinion at nought. Nor is it a military question, or a ques. 
tion affecting the foreign relations of Government: it is a purely domestic | 
question. Government is saying that it will determine the respective rights | 
of raiyat and zamindar, and settle all quarrels between them, but raiyat and 
zamindar are saying, “ thereis no quarrel between us; we are well off; your | 
interference we do not want.” And where is the harm in giving way to the 
wishes of the people in this matter? ‘lhere was a time when Government | 
understood these matters better than the people, but that time has passed 
away. Government, which lays claim to omniscience, does not really know 
what the consequence of the survey will be. But the people know, and so | 
Government ought not to disregard their opinion. Government only exhibits | 
its weakness by rejecting the prayers of the people in these matters. It 1s for 
these reasons that the Congress has made its appearance, and the time will soon 
come when Government’s powers will be defined and circumscribed, It has, 
at any rate, become necessary to restrict the powers of Government, and 1t 
powers are sure to be restricted at some future time. 


29. The Pratikar, of the 27th May, is glad to notice that the quarrel be- 
3 tween Maharani Swarnamayi and her raiyats of 
ga nttharant Swaroamayi’s Bele Beldanga has been amicably settled. The raiyals 
anga affair. ‘ 
have agreed to pay her an _ increased rent 
Rs. 6,000 per annum, and waive in her favour all rights of fishery, sara tah- 
bazar and khaus khamar in the estate. 


30. The Bangavdst, of the 28th May, is afraid lest the good name of 
reese oe Maharani Swarnamayi should be at ue priate ‘ 
Veneer namay! in fhe the Beldanga affair. The raiyats of Beldanga, 

a oe the reasaces Be district, whickt forms part. of her 
zamindari, are complaining loudly of oppressions committed upon them by 
the Maharani’s oflicers. Many people believe the complaints to be false; but 
others say that such a howl could not have been raised without sufficient caus’ 
The writer is loth to believe such accusations against the Maharani, and hopes 
that her able officers will be able to free her name from the stigma which the 
Beldanga affair is attaching to it. 

he Bhawal 


31, The same paper has heard of great mismanagement of t 


estate in the Dacca district. Rae ae 


48 the 
survey Of 


The Bhawal estate inthe Dacca 
district. 
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11 feel constrained to publish certain reports which he has received from very 
Wl 


-shle sources. 

e “phe Dainik-o-Samdchér Chandrika, of the 30th May, has the following :— 
“4 The Pioneer wants to see the zamindars of 
rhe Pioneer and the cadastral Tndia weakened, and so the news that Sir Roper 
sarvey of Bihar. Lethbridge will move a resolution in the House of 
mons on the subject of the proposed cadastral surve of Bihar has alarmed 
er Government of Bengal, it goes on to say, has increased its income 
fr +; khas mahdls by one lakh by spending 13 lakhs on their cadastral survey, 
7 therefore, if the zamindars of Bihdr submit to the proposed survey of 
tei estates, their incomes from their estates will increase. But is that thing 
chich increases the burdens of raiyats by one lakh a good thing from their point 
‘view? Again, Government has spent 13 lakhs in order to increase its income 
one lakh, but if the zamindars of Bihar do not choose to increase their income 
the same way, should Government compel them to do it? The fact is that 
the Pioneer wants to induce the zamindars of Bihar to give their consent to the 
survey by holding out before them the prospect of pecuniary profit. But it 
wght to have known that common sense or shrewdness is not an English 
nonopoly. Government cannot prove by argument the necessity or advisability 
of the proposed survey; but it has the power to compel the zamindars to give 
their consent to it. But considering that neither the raiyats nor the zamindars 
of Bihdr are in favour of this survey, Government ought to drop the matter. 
It is said that all the zamindars of Bihar oppress their raiyats, and the cadastral 
survey will put an end to their oppression. Jf Government had been able to 
prove that this is true, then of course it could have justly compelled the 
amindars to get their estates surveyed. Butin that view of the matter the 
attempt to induce the zamindars to give their consent to the survey by holding 
out to them the prospect of pecuniary gain would become a very improper one. 
No official of Government has yet been able to shew that a cadastral survey 
increases the happiness of the raiyat. A bad law can be tolerated, but not 
the bad arguments that are used to defend that law. In this matter of the 
cadastral survey, Government is acting very much like the mother-in-law in 
the Bengali story, who would not that her daughter-in-law should go without 

a conch bracelet although the wearing thereof made her cry in pain. 


(9)—Railways and communications, including canals and trrigation, 


83. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 24th May, has the following on the 


The Rankin; - subject of the re-excavation of the nkini- 
Denner fiver. daha near the aha which was formerly a branch of the river 
Damodar : — 


The re-excavation will not cost much. The distance between the Rankini- 
dahaand the Kananadi is less than half a mile, and the two should be connected 
by means of acanal. A sluice-gate should also be constructed at the Eden Canal 
for the purpose of regulating the supply of water in the daha. Some lands 
belonging to private persons will be, it 1s true, required for carrying out these 
works. But these lands have at present very little value and their owners 
ought not to grudge to part with them. Nay, as the re-excavation of the daha 
will fertilise all lands now lying waste for want of water-supply, the owners 
‘tould give away their lands free in the interest of their countrymen. The 
7 xcavation will, by supplying pure drinking-water, improve the health of 
> neighbourhood, and confer other benefits on all classes of people there. 

he District Board should move in the matter. 


(h\— General. 


34. The Hindi Bangavasi, of the 23rd May, says that the people suspect 
The Hurdwar affair. that the real object of Government in breaking u 


= mélas at Hurdwar and Thapeswar in the Punj ab 
hs mmerevent, a8 is given out, outbreaks of cholera, but to preveut conspira- 


€ existence of such a suspicion in the minds of the people cannot be 
‘or the good of Government. . i 


DaiIntk-0-SaMACHAR 
CHANDRIEA, 


May 30th, 1892, 


BURDWAN SanJivan, 
May 24th, 1892, 


Hint BaNnaavasl, 
May 23rd ,1892, 
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Hinpdvu Ransika, 
May 25th, 1892. 


SaHACHAR, 
May 25th, 1892, 
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35. The Hindu Ranjiké, of the 25th May, says that the public 


well aware on what pleas of insignificant sanitary; 
The Hurdwar affair. tape 4 the Sanitary Commissioner of the tg 
Western Provinces advised the breaking up of the Hurdwar fair. It jg being 
5 


said everywhere that the authorities would not have dared to break Up a similar 
Muhammadan gathering on similar sanitary grounds. Indeed, the action of 
Government in Hurdwar has greatly wounded the feelings of the Hindy popn- 
lation of the North-Western Provinces, and meetings are being held to have 
redress of the wrong. If Lord Lansdowne fails to take proper steps in the 
matter, Parliament itself will be moved. It is therefore desirable for His 
Excellency to inflict punishment in time upon the offender or offenders, hp 
fire of religious discontent should not be allowed to smoulder in the heart of , 
whole people. 


are now 


fmployment of natives in the foll hed _ Sahachar, of the 25th May, has the 
public service. 5° 
Government, we think, must have come to see} 
this time that their recent arrangements for the employment of natives in the Pro. 
vincial Service have not given satisfaction to the public. Whatever Government: 
own wishes in this matter may be, there has always existed such a powerful 
clique in the administration of this country that they have all along succeeded 
in practically opposing the orders of Parliament, the Home Government, 
and the Secretary of State. Soon after the establishment of the British Empire 
in India, it was publicly declared by Parliament that all appointments in the 
Government service in this country would be made on considerations of 
merit and fitness, and not on those of caste or colour. A body of liberal 
minded administrators like the Directors of the East India Company has 
never been witnessed in any other country of the world. They always 
impressed upon their Indian representatives the necessity of governing 
this country on the principles of justice and impartiality. Point if you canon 
the pages of history to another body of rulers from whose lips have fallen 
words like these :—“ You will not only have todo justice, but also so to 
act that people may understand that justice has been done.” Referring to 
the Parliamentary Statute of 1833 laying down merit as _ the sole claim 
to admission into the public service, the Directors warned the Indian | 
Government that there should be no “ruling caste” in this country; in other | 
words, that there should be nothing like the spectacle which we now witness | 
with sorrow of Europeans filling posts in every branch of the adminis- 
tration. The ever memorable East India Company never desired the 
existence of a ruling caste in this country.. But the eyes of the people 
had not been sufficiently opened at that time and English educatior 
was in its infancy, and the clique which has always sucked dry the life 
blood of this country therefore frustrated that noble object of Parliamet! 
and the Directors. We once knew a man whose daily practice it was 
breakfast on a basketful of fried paddy, and one entire jack fruit, and 
who was on such occasions surrounded by half-a-dozen childeren, all clamourng | 
for a share of his breakfast. He knew how to manage those children and have 
his own breakfast ull the same. That is to say, he would put the husk of 
the fried paddy in a separate vessel, and while himself eating the fried paddy 
and the jack fruit with the utmost expedition would at intervals throw one 
two small bits of the fruit among the husk and set the children scrambling 
over them. It was of course some time before any of the children could succeed 
in catching hold of the bit of fruit, and even when he did get it, it was some 
time before he was able to free it from the husk which had got attached t0 
it. And by. that time the gentleman was able to finish his breakfast. In much the 
same way, whenever, after the Statute passed by Parliament, the Directors an 
occasionally the Ministry put pressure upon the Indian Government, it gave ont or 
two appointments to natives, and then, at the advice of the clique referred ws 
above, justified its conduct by saying that the natives should first show their fitness 
for these few posts. Even now every number of an official gazette announe* 
appointments, the great majority of which are given to Europeans. No matter 
what direction you turn your cye, you come across the names of Europeans * 1 
the names of a few Eurasians too. These latter, the Eurasians, have § owiy 
silently begun to help themselves toa small proportion of the appointments ¥ 
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anght to go to natives, much like those sneakish crows which i 
stealthy and unsuspected manner hover round the troops of a rookie pow 
vultures, holding high carnival over the carcasses of village cattle But 
make bold to say that, excepting the civil servants, most of those Europeans fhe 
are keeping us out of what lawfully belongs to us are incompetent 0 O O 
thing is certain, namely, that educated natives make the best officers 0 on 
smallest pay- Formerly people had an impression, which was of co e ; 
to their ignorance, that natives would be ‘content with what fell ia 
thor lot atter satisfying the demands of the Europeans egg | ‘ to 
English education, men have now come to think different] The. gs to 
are not few in which the pleaders practising before a wont a Th Prong 
Magistrate, and addressing them as “huzoors,” will be found ope — 
hose officials. Like the old idea that “the Lord of Delhi i th poe rey 
world ” the idea that the sahebs are so many gods no longer fi oe of the 
the people. Even the khansamas have found out that the sah b <n caaee 
nortals, and that there are even among them cheats dunces 1 s are ordinary 
‘ystance of the educated natives, the native public are ate «eee 5 sngpegpee At the 
agen from sleep—Why are the officers so highly paid in a ike a man newly 
—Why, when better stuff can be had 1n the ot As at a cs ope por Somme ' 
English, these half-English, and these quarter-En lish E small cost, should these 
monopoly of all the appointments under Gevevuanees > ‘The officers make a 
the Anglo-Indian statesmen that “‘ the educated nati d e favourite plea of 
country” has become obsolete. The biondehi ae “4 Bc represent the 
for the poorer classes in India is very much like . e Y a these statesmen 
ag o the Indian labourers, the friendship 4 = ay —. song 26 gee 
to demand legislation in the interest of those lab ee ee oe 
known Mr. H. A. D. Phillips once said—“ ourers. It is as the well- 
weople thus left out in the os i mee ag : ore —t of the peasants.” The 
an of affection and sympathy. When it aa ta — a ge 
isadvancing so far, and wh« ia | Sevan. ae 
Fn Selo age Dyno ger 0, graf plowurg ag why es 
eat cialis al aah dia. Chamabaaaiae oh > cannot be that Govern - 
- — ~—_ and fishes of the public sania that foe a ets = . ee 
observations. When in thei to make these 
the natives unanimously sts yp will sees the Public Service Commission, 
Civil Service, they did so with the se ye: against the existing Statutor 
country, and their only demand was that a cl set | Rimage. etal gtd Bm 
: large powers as the Statutory Civilians meet ee ei oben tote 
ie service. It was onl 748 ve better prospects in 
abolition of the “diese & y Civil = we the people would ll sat to the 
tk tteleciion del! te kale Av t . condition was that the Civil 
was apparently deaf when Vyas was ex a ts ndia. ‘The goddess Annapurna 
(Benares), the sacred city built b hi ne th the the glories of his own Kasi 
iecedin, bat when fecline vexed y r with the object of eclipsing its great 
ado one dying in his “Kasi oat es te reg rig om 
goddess at once pronounced her benedicti 1 ass at his next birth, the 
want Statu dee ediction and said ‘‘So let it be.” 
sut as teat Pipes and . ie Secretary of State says “So 70.80 not 
on which we say we do not want them, the Secre- 


tary of State is 
Y of State is as deaf as the goddess Annapurna. Shame! Shame! It is for 


acts like these ¢} : 
of faith ese that the people have repeatedly charged Government with breach 


) But t] Ts 1 
mes have changed. It 18s no longer a question of trading with an i9no 
el 


rant on) j 
nental people. The people with whom you have now to deal have Aryan 


ood in thei ; r 
"weighs pheensght l'hey are the fathers of liberty. It is this people who 


men like rs ago laboured to secure popular rights. ‘Their 
od Niet cute ae a Pa 2 pay hang Me was hi who, long Shen Valois 
the people for : .e doctrine that the Sovereign is f 
‘the Soverei vereign is for the peopleand not 
ike aa cc It is true the Indians are now | 
hoger do to fon ne nea culture and education. And it Sik ordece' as 
tit it is now ¢ nae as before. Itisa glory of the British ~ siete ne 
poole of this onducting itself with greater caution in its deali nment 
S country. And it has become a point for its ecademeaie aga a 
| on tha 


the suhy 
se yects ma r¢ ing j 
y have no occasion for charging it with breach of faith, We 
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therefore warn Lord Lansdowne’s Government not to allow itself to be guided a 
longer by the counsel of the clique which has always given us stone for b n 
Everybody, of course, admits that in making appointments to the public service 
Government should have regard to the safety of the empire, an nobody say, 
that the post of Military Secretary to Government or the post of Lieutenart 
Governor should be at once given to a native. But why should not the 
purely civil posts, the duties whereof have no connection or concern with 
matters military, be given to natives? We trust Government at least is frog 
from the groundless prejudice against uative officers which finds expression jp 
such statements as that the native loses his presence of mind and that the 
European officer remains perfectly cool-headed in the face of danger. Who will 
have the hardihood to deny that in courage, perseverance and ability the native 


officer is superior to the average European officer? We therefore hope that the 


Government of India will faithfully give effect to its recent arrangements, We 
have no wish to express ourselves distrustfully as regards the manner in which 
Lord Lansdowne and Sir Charles Elliott are conducting the work of administr. 
tion. But repeated yoy apse have produced despondency in the public 
mind. Act according to the instructions of the Directors of the old East India 
Company and let the people feel that justice is being done to them. We thank 
Government for its showing greater circumspection and paying greater deference 
to public opinion than before. reg A this present attitude of theirs prove a last 
for ever! We pray to God and to Lord Lansdowne that the clique which has s0 
long stood in the way of our reaping the benefits of the Parliamentary Statute, 
the repeated orders of the Board of Directors and the Queen’s Proclamation be 
rendered powerless for mischief. 
87. The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide, of the 27th May, says that petty 
officers like constables and chaprasis cannot be — 
The pay of petty Government exnected to cease to take bribe and buksish so long 
servants, : : 
as they are not allowed larger salaries, The 
salaries they now get are insufficient to maintain them, much more their 
families. Provision should therefore be made for increasing their salaries by 
reducing salaries attached to high posts and by entrusting to them the duties of 
two or more petty posts. ‘The common labourers in the country, such as 
brick-layers, earn more than these constables and chaprasis. — 
38. The Bangantvast, of the 27th May, has the following :— 


The Hordwar effei These are evil days for the country; and it is 
areas particularly unfortunate for its Hindu population 
that in Hindustan itself they should find it difficult to perform their religious | 
rites and ceremonies, which are the prop of their life on this earth, and their 
only means of salvation hereafter. In this world the Hindu does not want riches 
or power or luxury; he does not wish to have the least taste of the highest 
earthly enjoyments. All he wants is his dharma, in which he re ge his whole 
being, and which is for him the one only means of salvation. And so he who 
throws obstacles in the way of his performing his religious rites and ceremonies 
is an enemy, not to him alone, but to the world, and to God Himself. Hitherto 
the Hindus had lived under British rule unmolested, but now it is day by_4ay 
becoming impossible for them to live at all. Hitherto the English rulers of India 
had treated their Hindu subjects with consideration and had never interfer 
with their religion. But their good days now seem to be passing away. +8 
English people are now offended at the very name of the Hindu, not to speak of 
the Hindu religion, The Hindus still wish, as heretofore, to enjuy the favours of 
their English rulers, but their English rulers, instead of favouring their Hinda 
subjects, now take every opportunity of ill-treating them. And not content 
with this, the English rulers now try their best to frustrate every at 
aspiration of their subjects. But the Hindu population of India, who cons A 
it something like running after a mirage to aspire for political rights, would no 
have regretted this conduct on the part of their rulers if their rulers had stop 
here. But as the adage has it, ‘‘ the softer the wood he greater 18 the power 
exhibited by the carpenter in dealing with it,” so the English rulers of ind : 
finding ther Hindu subjects much too good and humble to offer any oppon 
to them, are committing great oppression upon them, and show no sig0 — FA 
will easily cease oppressing them. But if this state of things continues, the bilit 
raco will soon become extinct. And nothing short of that will, in all proba y 
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( 545 ) 


: ‘sh rulers. Indeed, the Hindus have no means of escape from 
satisfy wd  tineer except by being utterly extinguished. They will not, 
thet Pain rise in opposition to their English rulers, for loyalty is a cardinal 
it "hit of their dharma. But they cannot live long under such oppression. 
The go never a seditious people, nor are they such now. Faithful, 
: rhe subjects of their English rulers as they. have ever been, they will 
a . think. of retaliating themselves upon their rulers for oppressions com- 
n ited upon them. They will brook every oppression in silence. And do 
er their English rulers know this as yet? But why have their English 
ec come to entertain such a deadly hatred against their Hindu subjects 
slone, and especially against the Hindu religion? Only the other day oppressions 
were committed upon Hindus at Hurdwar in open daylight. And the Hindus 
cant redress for this wrong. ‘lhe Lieutenant-Governor of the North-Western 
Provinces is silent in the matter, and the Hindus cannot expect justice at his 
ands, for the officers who committed that oppression were officers directly under 
his control, It is hoped, therefore, that the Viceroy himself will take proper 
steps in the matter and reassure the Hindus. It will not befor the good of 
‘he Government if something is not done in the matter. And the writer will be 
extremely unwilling to see Mr. Hume’s prediction verified. Only a few months 
aro the Government of India violated the Queen’s Proclamation by passing the 
(onsent Act. The wound made in the Hindu heart by that javelin of a legis- 
lative enactment is not yet healed, and the authorities have again thought fit to 
insult the Hindus at Hardwar. ‘‘O! Mother Empress of India! just look at your 
Hindu subjects—all whose religious rites and ceremonies are about to be 
lestroyed by the persecuting policy of your officials. Will you not remedy this ? 
Aud you Hindus! if you are worthy of your name, do not remain silent any 
longer, but hold meetings in every town, and in every village, to protest against 
this persecution of, your dharma, and send representatives to England to lay 
your grievances before Parliament, Our Empress will surely redress our wrongs, 
Do this, for there is no other remedy.” . | oe 


39. The same paper says that, by order of the Lieutenant-Governor, the 


» 


The proposed removal of the ‘Office of the. Lxcise Commissioner will be removed to 


Excise Commissioner's Office to Patna.. The Lieutenant Governor alone can sa 

Patna, how far this step will be areasonable.one. If the 
Excise Commissioner’s office is removed to Patna without sufficient reason, 
‘hy should not the Postmaster-General’s office be removed ‘to Chittagong, 
the Board of Revenue to Rajshahi, and the Accountant-General’s office to 
Arishnagar ? How, again, will the removal of the Excise Commissioner's office 
to Patna be in conformity with Sir Charles Elliott’s policy of retrenchment ? 
Will not its removal entail increased expenditure? The Excise Commissioner 
las Irequent occasion for consulting the Inspector-General of Police, the 
Board of Revenue, and the Advocate-General. With his office at Patna, the 
EXcise Commissioner must carry on his consultations either by post or by tele. 
“raph, which will mean increased expenditure of money. And in addition 
" this, those who may have to appeal against the decisions of the Excise 
‘mmissioner will be put to the greatest inconvenience. The Lieutenant- 
‘dba should, therefore, rescind his order. It is advisable to carry on the 
~lunistration of the province with an eye to the interests of the people, . and 
‘otalways at high pressure. An invariab y high pressure system will spoil the 


“ole administration, It behoves Sir Charles Elliott to listen to this advice. 
Referring to the recent darbér at Dacca, the Bangavasi, of the 28th 
The recent darbér at Dacca, May, says that some people took exception to the 


Divisional Commissioner’s presiding over the darbdr, 
lean big a khillut should have been conferred by the Lieutenant- 
: vie pmecll. According to the Dacca Prukash, few outsi ers were invited 
cE - ar. The writer, however, is not sorry for that, for it is enough that 

“Tbr Was attended by those for whom it was held. 
Defects in the administration. 41. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 28th May, has 
The Bes an the following: — ee 
emmove — ra) 1s extremely powerful, and can, if it is so minded, easil 
Loe soike stress and grievances of its subjects. Nor can it be said that it 
times of ae in this way. It opens relief works and grants takdvi loans in 
stress, But unfortunately its favour is not distributed in all places. 


0 the ground that SO 
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And that is owing to the indifference and incompetency of its officials, 
duty of these officials to make the grievances of the people entrusted to th; 
care known to Government. But the officials, some of whom haye received 
honours at the hands of Government, neglect their duty in this reg ect, and there 
are, as a consequence, parts of the country where the condition of the people is 
deplorable in the extreme. Baganchra is a small village in the district of 
Jessore, where some 216 people have recently died of cholera. The river 
Vitravat flows past Baganchra, and the village Sankarpur is situated on the 
opposite bank of the river, It 1s a small village, but 50 men in this Village 
have already dicd of cholera. The number of deaths from cholera 9 
Bhawénipur, within the Basirhat sub-division of the 24-Parganas district, has 
been at least 150, and one or two people are still dying of cholera there. 
But as there are no municipalities in these places, the people thereof ar 
not human beings, and Government does not look after those that ar 
not human beings. The Lieutenant-Governor, who is so fond of touring 
visits only those places which can be easily reached by railway or steamer. 
And so the condition of these remote villages never engages His Honowr’s atten. 
tion. The Sub-divisional Officers are busy with their own work. They dis. 
pose of cases, get fat salaries month after month, and enjoy the supreme lelicity 
of being addressed as huzoor, dharmavatar, §c. It is not that they do not go out 
on tours, but the places they visit are only places which can be reached with | 
case. And thus not even they visit remote villages. And the people of these 
remote villages being extremely timid cannot make their grievances known 
to the authorities. On one occasion, some people of one of such villages made 
up their mind to apply to the authorities for medical help and good drinking 
water, and actually set out for the purpose. But the police got scent of the 
affair, and induced them by means of threats to give up this idea. ‘“Q! English- 
men, your subjects look upon you as the father and the mother of the poor; 
but what have you done for them? You appoint Deputy Magistrates according 
to the results of examinations, but you do not enquire whether or not the 
Deputy Magistrates appointed by you do their duty. O! Lieutenant-Governor, 
you are delighted to see cases swiftly disposed of, but if your people go on 
dying as at present, you will not have occasion for giving yourself further | 
trouble in the matter.. Your Honour visits only those places where there are 
facilities of communication, where you get addresses, where the police gets roads 
and strects lined with well-nourished, sleek looking people, where pennons fly 
in the air, the sound of sweet music is heard, and where triumphal arches, de- 
corated with flowers, are constructed for your reception. But do not these 
remote places form parts of the country, and are not their inhabitants huma 
beings? Why then do you neglect them and treat them as a woman treats the 
sons of her co-wife? O! Lord, we do not know what your ways are. English- 
men! you alone know whero your greatness lies. It is possible that you ar 
doing good to us. And what right have we, weak-minded as we are, to discus 
the merits of your actions? Whom should we blame? We are fatalists, and 
with our dependence on fate we will not blame you.” 
42. Tho Sanjivani, of the 28th May, says that Mr. Wylly, late Manager . 
Paneer i the Mourbhunj State, has been a paioins 4 ot 
Promimens OF an oursicer 88 Magistrate in the third grade of the Subor 
2 third grade Deputy M agistrate, To nition Service on Rl of Rs. 6vu0 a mont ’ 
thus superseding the claims. to promotion of many able men in the service 
Such appointment of outsiders over the heads.of men already in service, 
promotions without regard to. seniority, will involve great injustice to re) 
able and deserving officers. beet 
43. The same paper says that a secret system of administration “yy oe 
inaugurated since the issue of the Secret +0 ‘s 
Circular. Under this system the police 1s re ral 
translating the vernacular newspapers in secret, keeping itself informed 0 
+7 | ainst perso 
political movements in the country, and sending in reports agains’ sat 
whom it has reason to consider to be political agitators. And now this the 
system of administration has been given another development. Wit ork 
permission of the Lieutenant-Governor every Magistrate has appoint S acai 
who will keep all his secret papers and carry on all his secret corresp?™ .. 
This appointment is intended to prevent the highhanded and lawless proceeding 


It is the 


New clerk for the Magistrates. 
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oficers from gaining publicity. But is it in conformity with 
of vs Sa tiots policy of pee Bar atin, The liibenik Goviraie 
to be desirous of inaugurating in the province a system of government 
: a The Municipal and Chaukidari Bills clearly indicate this. Has any 
vy tion on the part of the people led Government to adopt this course ? 


44, A correspondent of the Prakriti, of the 28th May, ‘says that owing 

to the negligence of its peon, letters from the post- 

A postal complaint from the office at Kalia chak, in the district of Malda, are 

gistrict of Malda. not punctually distributed. Sometimes the distri- 

bution 1s delayed for seven days. This causes very great inconvenience to the 
local public. The postal authorities should look to the matter. 


45, The Dacca Prakash, of the 29th May, has the following :— 


When the Public Works cess was imposed 15 
The application of the Public years ago, the people thought that the object of 
— Government in levying it was probably to remove 
scarcity of water, and they did not therefore object to its imposition. Since 
then they have been paying this cess without a srudge, and Government’s in- 
come from this source has amounted to nearly six crores of rupees during these 
15 years. As Government does not publish any account of the expenditure of 
the Public Works cess, the public are not in a position to say whether or not 
theincome from the cess is spent on its legitimate object. Government ought 
not to keep its subjects in darkness in this matter. 


The district of Dacca pays Rs. 73,627 annually as Public Works cess, and 
it seems that no part of this sum is spent by Government in that district. 
Government pays to the District Board of Dacca Rs. 21,000 annually for 
educational and other purposes, and in addition to that sum the incomes from 
ferries and the Road cess have been placed atits disposal. But these incomes 
are certainly not intended to be spent on the execution of public works. The 


inome from ferries ought to be spent in constructing roads and hotels or © 


srais, and it has been made over to the Board possibly for that purpose. 
As for the income from ferries, it ought to be spent in constructing hospitals 
for cattle and in improving their condition. The district of Dacca pays 
's, 73,000 annually as Road cess. Of this amount Rs. 65,000 goes to the 
Board, and the remainder is taken by Government as collection charges. It is 
said that the expenses of collecting the Public Works cess in the district 
are paid from the amount of the road cess collection. This, if true, is 
certainly very improper. The Board gets Rs. 21,000 from Government for 
educational and other purposes, but it has to spend nearly Rs. 41,000 on 
education alone, aud it is therefore compelled to draw upon the income from 
ferries for these purposes, Thus it seems that it is unable to spend a pice 
im the construction of tanks, &c. Possibly Government has kept the income 
from the Public Works cess in its own hand for the purpose of spending 
it in those parts of the country where there is most occasion for its 
‘xpenditure. It has to find 80 lakhs of rupees annually for the purpose of 
constructing canals. But the greater part of this sum goes into the pockets 
ot English capitalists as interest on money taken as loan for the purpose of 
Xcavating canals. ‘This sum, therefore, can hardly be said to be spent on its 
legitimate purpose. Be that as it may, it is certainly very unjust and im- 
roper that money contributed by the people of East Bengal should be spent 
i constructing, canals in Bihdr or in Western Bengal, and the more so as Kast 
Beugal is in urgent need of money for similar purposes. The closing of the 
nouth of the Buriganga is telling seriously on the commercial prosperity of 
acca; the silting up of the channel of the Dhalesvari from Silmabad to 
arpara has doubled the length of the Dacca-Goalundo route ; and the silting up: 
e little river Kantapati, whichis a branch of the Dhalesvari has made nearly 
ae on its banks unhealthy. The people of these villages are suffering 
ier J from scarcity of water and dying in numbers. Their condition ma 
ha by re-excavating the mouth of the river. It is hoped that 
— will after this see the injustice of spending in other oe of the 
tlt on money contributed by the people of East Bengal, while East Bengal 


“Stands in need of so many necessary works of improvement. and will 
‘ead that monoy accordingly. f i / » 


PRAKRITI, 
May 28th, 1892. 


DaccA PRAKASH, 
May 29th, 1892. 
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46. The same paper says that Government has an Agricultural Department 
The crop reports of the Agri Which sends out beautiful reports containing minut 
cultural Department. and circumstantial statements about crops, & : 
But as those statements are not the results of careful enquiry, they - 
absolutely unreliable. It is stated in one of these reports that good thin be 
selling at Dacca at 13 or 14 seers per rupee, but, asa matter of fact, not more 
than 11 seers of good rice per — -_ “ had a as om 
; e Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrik 

udagotglenen 2nd June, has the following :— —s 

That non-Hindu papers like the Englishman would support the action of 
the officials in the Hurdwar affair, and proclaim as praiseworthy conduct 
which was really reprehensible is only what was to be expected of them. 
Sanitary experts like Dr. Simpson, however, have clearly given it'as their opinion 
that the outbreak of cholera at Hurdwar could have been easily prevented, and 
that there was not the least necessity of breaking up the mela. It would be 
therefore, the height of folly to attempt to argue with men like the Editor of | 
the Englishman newspaper, who still have the effrontery to say that there would 
have been a fearful prevalence of cholera all over the country if the mela at 
Hurdwar had not been broken up. | = 

Whatever is calculated to do violence to the Hindu religion causes delight 
to Christian newspapers like the Englishman. That paper says that, just as on the 
occasion of the passing of the Consent Act, the cry of religion in danger was 
raised, and appeal was made to the Queen’s Proclamation, so now in regard to 
the breaking up of the Hurdwar mela the same cry of religion in danger is being 
raised, and appeal is being made to the Queen’s proclamation. And according to 
that paper, Jt 1s the duty of Government to disregard that cry and-that appeal, 

It is not difficult to see that India would have by this time passed out of | 
the hands of. the British nation if the Government of the country had been 
entrusted to. mon like the editor of the Hnglishman. Lord Lansdowne.is not | 
the editor of the Englishman, nor will. he approve of such. sentiménts, as the 
above. ‘The hearts of .countless Hindus have been agitated, many Hindus have 
had their hearts brokei—simply because violence has been done to theit religion. 
At this time, and’ under these circumstances, surely the wisest course would be 
to conciliate the Hindu community by means of sweet words, by assurances 
that there will be no repetition of what has taken place at Hurdwar. It 18 
certain that the Viceroy will give such assurances. But it is nevertheless the 
duty of the Anglo-Indians to proceed somewhat cautiously at such a time. It 
is easy to kindle a fire; but not easy to put it out. And it is the Viceroy who 
will have to put out the fire in this instance. It has become necessary to give 
a warning to the Englishman and others who are trying to fan the fire. 

The Englishman is not doing well by referring to, and supporting, the 
Consent Act. Itis the belief of countless Hindus and Mussulmans that the 
interpretation of the Queen’s Proclamation given by the Viceroy on the occasion 
of the passing of that Act, was not a fair one, and it is believed by many that His 
Excellency has done more harm by his speech on that occasion than by lore 
that law. It is the belief of many that by passing that law in disregar of the 
protests of the people of this country, Lord Lansdowne has given them 0 
understand that if for the purpose of protecting the lives of the subjects and 
preserving their morality it is found necessary to do violence to their — 
customs and usages, Government has the fullest right to do so. Many beleve 
that by propounding this doctrine, His Excellency has given undue encourag® 
ment to the officials, and the result is that they have had the boldness to do 
violence to the Hindu religion at Hurdwar. 

_ It is not easy to at once remove from the public mind a belief like thas 
which has been strengthened by the recent events at Hurdwar. It will requir 
considerable trouble and effort to do so. The writer earnestly hopes that the 
Viceroy will take the memorial adopted at the monster meeting recently held 
at Lahore into his favourable consideration. 


f ya The same paper in reviewing the Viceroy’s coolie despatch observes 
as follows:— : 
In the course of his despatch, the Viceroy says that if the coolies 10 the 
x -. ‘ ' ssed, their 
The Viceroy's coolie despatch,  tea-gardens had been very much oppre on 
number would not have increased year after J 
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is an with the native press for its agitation on the subject 
Bis a pee, | he hesitated not ps call that press, though in an indirect 
@ so a lying press. And because the writings of that press on the subject 
ae olio-oppression reached Parliament, His Excellency has had to advocate the 
: ange the planters in his despatch. But that coolies are oppressed by the 
ai ‘3 a fact which has been often proved, and is still being proved in the 
Courts of Assam. N obody will object to see lonely Assam made populous by 
coolies; but let not these coolies be oppressed by the planters. The Viceroy 

4 make what representation he likes to the Secretary of State, but every- 
body ‘n this country knows that coolies in the gardens are still oe by 
the planters, that wicked managers still use the cane on the persons of male and 
female coolies, and that they sometimes ravish coolie women. All this has been 
proved in the Criminal Courts of Assam, and surely the Viceroy cannot ignore, 
by any amount of special pleading, the records of the Assam Courts. In fact, the 
Viceroy has carried his advocacy of the planters too far. It may be readily 
admitted that the planters have done much good to the country, but it must also 
be admitted that they commit much oppression on the coolies. Their oppression 
ofthe coolies is a fact, and as such that oppression must be admitted. | It is 
therefore the duty of the authorities to provide means for putting an end to the 
oppression, ‘I'he Viceroy ought not to have pleaded on behalf of the planters. 


III, — LEGISLATIVE. 


49. The Sahachar, of the 25th May, has the 
oe Amendment following in regard to Mr. Cotton’s Chaukidari Act 
, Amendment Bill:— 

Mr. Cotton is the framer and supporter of the Bill. He says that according 
to John Stuart Mill, Government ought to have full control over the police and 
that itis for this reason that the villages in England have been deprived of their 

wer over the police. And this is what a followe of Comte says. But if 

Mr Cotton had been able to speak out his mind freely, he would have had to 
admit that no comparison with England in this matter is just or proper, so 
long as all things Indian are not like all things English. In England the people 
areallin all and control the police, the magistracy andeverything else. That 
being the case, it is unjust to expect the people of India to put up with things 
which the people of England can afford to put up with. 

00. ‘The Hindu Kanjika, of the 25th May, has the following :— 

The proposed amendment of the Government wishes to amend section 9 of the 
Bengal Municipal Act. Bengal Municipal Act so as to take into its own 
hand the power of altering municipal areas. But this will deprive municipalities 
of the entire measure of self-government that isin them. Under the. existing 
law, Municipal Commissioners alone have the power to determine the area which 
¥tobe included in a municipality, regard being had to local requirements and 
local sanitary conditions. For instance, every municipality now finds it expe- 
dient to include in its jurisdiction not only a particular town, but also its suburbs, 
on the ground that owners of mills and factories always like to establish their 

isiness on the outskirts of towns, because they can, by so doing, practically enjoy 
all the benefits of a town without making themselves liable to pay municipal 
rates, ‘These mills and factories always occasion great trouble to munici alities, 
< mene they always try to enjoy most municipal advantage upon the > ses 
klk And it is the Municipal Commissioners, possessed as they are of full 
= howledge and experience, that must be the men best able to determine how 
— of mills and factories may be rendered liable to municipal taxation 
: arate with the municipal benefits they enjoy. The writer is also unable 
“aie why Government should be so anxious to curtail the powers of 
hi 3 ities In this respect, when it is considered that they have never up to 

i ie ee to exclude any rural tract from their — where such 
a 4 as been considered advisable. In fact, it Government actually 
pe like proposed amendment, all municipal bodies will be reduced to mere 
tle : the panchayets, and none but worthless men, anxious to seek Gov- 

‘ Javour, will offer themselves for election as Commissioners. 


for Votive emportant amendment. proposed is the raising of the qualification 
ng and election from the payment of rates to the extent of Rs. 3 per 
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annum to the payment of Rs, 5. If by this modification Government aim, 
excluding from the Municipal Boards all illiterate men, then it is certain that . 
object will be frustrated. Rich but illiterate traders like Benga, the aa 
Commissioner of Rajshahi, will, if the qualification is raised as proposed, fn hit 
easier to get themselves elected than they do now, while educated men pa Ay 
rates aggregating less than five rupees per annum will lose all opportunity of 
being elected. Government may raise the-money qualification, but if i 
desires to ensure the efficiency of municipalities by the election of educated me 
it should add to that qualification a certain measure of educational qualification 
The third and most important amendment proposed. is that which relates to 
the revision of assessments. It is proposed to give to the Magistrate absolute 
powers to set aside any assessment which appears to him unjust, and to appoint, 
of his own motion, an assessor who shall make a fresh assessment. The Object | 
of Government in proposing this amendment is not clear. It is undeniable that 


Municipal Commissioners with local experience would make the best assessors, 


And as to appeals against assessments, they are likely to be better disposed of 
by the Commissioners themselves than by the Magistrate to whom the power 
of hearing such appeals is proposed to be given. 

Sir Charles Elliott seems to have taken up a peculiar attitude in connection 
with this Bill. He seems determined not to listen to any objections against 
it, Any protest would, therefore, be in vain. Under such circumstances, 
people had rather forego the privilege of self-government altogether. 

51. The Hitavadi, of the 28th May, says that it is customary with 
Mahratta bridegrooms to carry daggers on their 
way to the houses of their brides. The other day, 
however, two Mahratta bridegrooms, wearing daggers, were arrested by the | 
police, and fined by the Magistrate Rs. 15 each. The trial caused obstruction 
to their marriage. If a few more cases of this nature occur, will not the | 
Arms Act come to be detested by the people ? . OF Bhd 

52. The Prakriti, of the 28th May, draws ‘the attention of Government 
to the case in which two  Mahratta. bridegrooms 
were punished for having worn daggers while on 
their way to the houses of their brides, and remarks as follows :— ) 

The only effect of the Arms Act has been to bring discredit on Government. | 
The Act is a proof that Government distrust its subjects. And it is this distrust 
which alienates from it the sympathy of the people. Not only this ; prohibited — 
from using arms, innumerable peo Je are falling easy victims to the attacks | 
of wild beasts. But in spite of all this, low-minded Anglo-Indians express 
themselves in favour of retaining the Act. ’ 


The working of the Arms Act. 


The working of the Arms Act. 


IV.—NarTIvE STATES. 


538, The Navayuga, of the 26th May, has learnt from the Paridarshak that 
Government has sanctioned Rs. 300 for the con 
struction of a dwelling-house for the members 0 
the ex-ruling family of Manipur. The writer does not think that a house 
which is to contain accommodation for six Ranis and their children could 
constructed with Rs. 200. But, then, it is better to have a house of some 
than to live under a tree. 


A house for the ex-Manipuris. 


V.— PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


: RBH day 

54. The Navayuga, of the 26th May, has the following :—The other ¢ 
i i the gwen My: overnor said, without rey 
Feenee tn at Bhdgalpur, Monghyr, and other places tha cise 
was no famine in Bihér, But two deaths from starvation near Monghyr ft the 
recently reported by the Englishman. And is not the fact @ proo En sh. 
existence of famine in the opinion of the Lieutenant-Governor ? If two 08 
men had died from starvation in this way, there would have been quite ai fl 

tion in the country. It is for this reason that the writer says that Eng 


do not look upon the natives of this country as human beings, and do 2 
in the least whether they live or die. 


( mt} 


angantvast, of the 27th May, says that facts have falsified the 
eh teieale grime hopeful lotus of the country’s situation drawn by 
yufassal reports on the pros. Sir Ohattien Elliott after his visit to Bihér. Since 
pects of the crops and condition =FTig Honour’s visit to that province, the outlook has 
of the people. become gloomier, ane the people heer have oe 
. ‘ve upon except mahua, not. even the mango: crop having ripen 
note pi P But pon ge face of such distress, the mufassal authorities are 
aor in encouraging reports, Of course, they must sing to their chief's 
te od their reports are written under inspiration drawn from the report 
vbished by the Lieutenant-Governor himself, On looking at these, the 
! neral tenor of all these reports seems, at first sight, to be the same, namely, 
‘hat, in the opinion of the mufassal authorities, there is no cause for anxiety ; 
but ‘read with care, these reports reveal statements of fact which, however few 
or meagre, clearly falsify the hopeful forecasts which first strike the mind. 
In reading the Patna Commissioner's report for the last week, one cannot fail to 
bestruck by many strange inconsistencies, In one place, for instance, that official 
says that there 1s a sufficient stock of food-grains, but immediately afterward he 
says that the opening of relief works has become necessary. Again, he says that 
during the past week the prices of food-grains have been snp wry 4 but in the 
same breath he speaks of their fluctuation. It is clear, therefore, that these mufassal 
reports are not statements of the actual condition of things, but only a reflex 
of the Lieutenant-Governor’s report. It is quite possible that the Lieutenant- 
Governor did not, in the course of his tour, witness the actual state of things in 
the mufassal, and saw very few people in the extremity of distress, for the police 
must have kept studiously all these out of His Honour’s view. But it is strange 
that the mufassal authorities, who have to live among the people themselves, 
should also be blind to their real condition. This indifference of the authorities 
to the distress of the people is a very culpable thing, and 1s calculated to carry 
matters from bad to worse. But this attempt to conceal the disease will only 
agrravate the.evil. ‘When once it becomes. certain ‘that the disease has actually 
made its appearance, the wisest and safest: course is at once to apply the proper 
rmedy, But the Indian officials seem +o think otherwise. © © 05 
56. The same paper has learnt from Goswami Durgapur, in the Nadia 
The crops in the Nadia district. district, that excessive r ainfall has been doing er eat 
: ~" damage to the standing crops. The people are 
dying in large numbers for want of food, and a strong wind is doing damage 
to their houses. ioe 
o7. The same paper has learnt from Bilka, in the Mymensingh district, 
that excessive rainfall since the latter part of the 
— in the Mymensingh month of Baisakh has greatly interfered with the 
sowing of the aus and jute crops. 
08. The Bangavasi, of the 28th May, says that the people of Machd, 
» within the jurisdiction of Barahbhum in the Man- 
Maubhene danrnt ase in the ~bhum district, are suffering greatly from scarcity, 
ae and have been emaciated on account of starvation. 


The poor people do not know how to keep body and soul together any longer, 
ull their resources being exhausted. 


VI.— MISCELLANEOUS. 


59. The Charuvarta, of the 23rd May, has the following :— 


rn Mr. Maclean believes that nothing that cannot 
onthe Bengalig, “U4 Malleson be found in English books can be found in an 
meen book in any other language. The writer will there- 
re give Mr. Maclean certain facts which he has not met with in ap y English 
chon Maclean should know that from the time of the Kurukshetra war 
indene tien’ by the Mussulmans in the reign of Lakshman Sen, Bengal was an 
pi pendent kingdom. Before its conquest by the Muhammadans, Bengal was 
ring by powerful Hindu chiefs. There were Danuja Mardan, Rama- 
Krishnaballabh, Hariballabh, Kandarpanarayan, and Ramchandra in 
adwip, Lakshman Manikya in Bhusana, Kedar Ray in Bikrampur, 
» Ramkrishna in Satail, Maharaja Pratapaditya in Jessore, and the 
Putia, Taherpur and Dinajpur, all independent chiefs. It was 
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_ A water-supply fund for Bengal. 
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Prabhabati, daughter of Raja Kiran Chandra Ray of Dinajpur, who esea 
outrage at the hands of Shuja, son of the Emperor Shah Jehan, by drivine’™ 
dagger into the heart of that prince. Did Mr. Maclean ever hear of thig herui 
dood on the part of a Hindu lady? Now, Maharaja Pratapaditya’s prowos . 
known all over India. It was after several expeditions and onl through “ 
treachery of a friend that Akbar succeeded in overcoming that ruler of J ~tat 
Mr. Maclean was long in India, and professes to be thoroughly versed in Indian 
history. But he seems never to have heard of Pratapaditya’s prowess. For. is 
he had heard of that, he would not have called the Bengalis a nation of slays 
Following Mr. Maclean, Mr. Malleson has called the Bengalis hewers of 
wood and drawers of water. But the Rajas and Maharajas of Bengal nama 
above, be it known to Mr. Malleson, were not hewers of wood and drawers of 
water, but hewers of human heads and drawers of human blood. Not having 
received Western education, they were not like the present Babus of Bengal 
but veritable heroes that any nation of heroes might be proud of. They were 
not pale, emaciated, graduate Babus, but stout, sturdy, and strong soldiers, 
They did not require attendants or followers to defend them from dogs and 
jackals ; with sinewy arms they defended their country against foreign in. 
vaders. The weapons they wielded were not the pen, the knife, and tho 
inkstand, but the shield and the sword. Itis the degeneracy of the modern 
Bengali that has led Messrs. Maclean and Malleson to vituperate the race. 


The modern Bengali is, indeed, a degenerate being; but can Messrs. Maclean 


and Malleson show a single name on the roll of their own heroes worthy to be 


compared with any of the great Bengali names mentioned above ? 
60. The Banganivasi, of the 27th May, is glad to notice that many really 


: deserving persons have been recipients of honours 
ee on the occasion of the last birth day of He 


61. The Education Gazette, of the 27th May, says that the Daintk, which 
sa represents the views of the public more largely than | 
a -. "any other newspaper, has proposed the establishment 
of a water-supply fund as a means of putting down the water ‘scarcity ‘which 
is prevailing in the country. The proposal has been supported by: the. Hindoo | 
Patriot and other papers. The writer also heartily approves of it. There canbe 
no doubt that the establishment of a fund like the one proposed by the Dasaik will 
remove a real want of the people. Let those that have the good of the country 
at heart therefore do their best to establish such afund. But so long asa fund 1s 
not established, let every zamindar, every talukdar, and every rich man in 
Bengal consider the excavation of a new tank or.the re-excavation of an old one | 
as necessary as the i gaa altering, or enlarging his own dwelling-house. 
When the owner of a tank wants the necessary means for its re-excavation, let his 
neighbours raise money by subscription and get the tank re-excavated, but let 
them not claim any right or title to the tank so re-excavated. These measures 
will go a great way towards making the Dainik’s proposal a success. The task 
is, however, of such magnitude that if a fund of the nature proposed is not 
established, none but Government can hope to accomplish it satisfactorily. 
62. The Sudhakar, of the 27th May, expresses full approval of the Damks & 
water-supply proposal. With funds raised by con- 
tributions made by Government, by the District 
Board, by the zamindars and by the great mass of the people large tanks could 
be excavated in every village. And if such tanks are placed in charge of the 
village chaukidar or panchayet, or of those living near the tanks, they may be 
kept from pollution by bathing or other defiling processes. But it 1s absolutely 
necessary to the execution of the great scheme that Government should take 
the initiative in the matter. | 
63. The Bangavasi, of the 28th May, says that a meeting will be held 


Belvedere in July next for considering what steps 
The question of water-supply. Aeold te taken 2 A poe plying a munici 1 towns 


Tho water-supply question. 


‘in the province with good drinking-water. But it is not the towns t — 
so much from scarcity of good drinking-water as the villages. Every tow? 


its municipality with a pretty large income. But the only quarter to which 
a village can look for help in the matter of drinking-water is the District v= 
which, however, has to look after the wants of several hundred villages. - 
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fore requested that the authorities should direct their attention to the ques- 
there or ater-supply in the villages, leaving the towns to look after themselves, 
tion of ‘ish Indian Association ought to take up the matter in right earnest. 
> The Saraswat Patra, of the 28th May, says that a Committee is about 
sas — tu sit in Simla to consider the question of adopt- 
4 gold currency in India. ing a gold currency in India. But the writer pro- 
strongly against the adoption of such a course, as a gold currency in India 
"a aise still further the price of gold and lower still further the price of silver. 
The adoption of a gold currency will utterly ruin a poor country like India 
here two cowries worth of salt can be purchased in the bazar. ae 
*” 65, The same paper says that there has been a regular small-pox epidemic 
tad in Dacca this year, about eight hundred men having 
Vaccination and inoeulation, =—=§=§ 464 of the disease | city. Those my on 
he old system, as well as those vaccinated under the new system, have 
- haa ar to the disease in large numbers. Nor did those who had an attack 
f the disease before entirely escape. In spite of thesefacts, however, 1t cannot be 
inied that the modern vaccination system is a great preventive of the disease. 
A careful examination of the history of the recent epidemic in Dacca will show 
hat where persons vaccinated. under the modern system were attacked . by the 
disease, the cases generally turned out favourably. ‘The vaccination system 
should not therefore be made light of by sensible people. The writer is glad 
to hear that Government contemplates improvements in the Vaccination Depart- 
nent by making better arrangements for vaccination, and by increasing the 
staff of the department. In the case of large villages, Government would do 
well to make the old inoculation system equally lawful with the modern vacci- 
nation system. aie lak aaa ee : 
66, The Hitavadi, of the 28th May, hopes that, in consideration of the 


services rendered by him during the Mutiny, Gov- 
Babu Baijnath Choudhuri_ of ; 


Vinpenin the districtof Ghazipor, - croment wall grant the prayer for pecuniary help 


the district of Gharip 


".” -maade by Babu, Baijnath Choudhuri of Virapur, in 
‘itt, of the . 28th May, is glad to learn that the title of 


‘6. The Pra the 28th 
et  Makamahopa 


ba } 4 d 


a 


Itis, indeed, a matter of regret‘that his name was omitted ‘from’ the list of the’ 


irst bafch of Mahamahopadhyayas. ‘There are many pandits in East Bengal 
who deserve this honour, and yet it has not been conferred on them. Pandit 
Prasanna Kumar Tarkaratna of Virramapur is a first class Naiyayika, and is the 
only one of his class who has not received the title. Itis hoped that Govern- 
nent will soon give him the distinction. 
68. The Sanjivani, of the 28th May, says that the editor of the Hindoo 
* Patriot, who is also, it must be noted, the President 
Press Atmcutone resident of the of the Press Association, in speaking of Babu 
Surendra Nath Banerji, said the other day that 


Babu Surendra Nath ought to have known that there is true loyalty in the 


Country, although it is not to be ordinarily met: with in the vernacular press. 
uch is the certificate given to the vernacular press by the President of the 
ress Association. And will the vernacular press continue after this to ac- 
poten him as the President of the Association? The continuance in office 
othe present President will be fruitful of mischief to the native press. He 
ought therefore to be at once removed. 
The bj 69. The Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 
am dey bonnes. 20th May, has the following about the birthday 
onours:— 
Th a The Maharaja of Cashmere has been granted the highest title, a.c.s.1, 
head same hand which gave Maharaja Pratap Singh a slap has now been 
a caressing him. We will not soon forget that Lord Lansdowne dis- 
the Maharaja, nor will we soon forget that His Lordship has now 


ipuoured him. And the Native Princes of India will find in it a lesson for 
emselveg, | 


ge pee of the title x.c.s.1. are not 


of the Viceroy is full justification 


cit dhyaya has teen conferred on Pandit. 
ivy ’ > By Te ete see $ rite “Toy Gad m “sft § SETMTON OFF Brrawirtirenttatses 2 
Tha birthday honours! °'"'” Krishna Nath’ yaya Panchanan of Pyrvdsthali, 


SARASWAT PaTRA, 
May 28th, 1892. 


SARASWAT PATRA, 


HITAKARI, 
May 28th, 1892. 


PRaKRITY, 
May 28th, 1892, 


SANJIVANT, 
May 28th, 1892. 


DAINIK-0O-SAMACHAR 
DRIKa, 


May 29th, 1892, 


, ‘ ers a Se get ee ee ees Le erie tee ease ag Teta cca tS Rees wi , 
Lake aR beer aan ET SMe MEL Gent een gee as tee ep tp OR ek 5 ¢ aver 
2S, ag ae eae Bat Spinal PRES NE SR Ree *3 
a * ~ sy . . 


LDAINIK-0-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


May dist, 1892. 
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3. Ifthe Viceroy had any respect for public opinion, he could no} h 
decorated any one of the recipients of the title c.s.1. with that honour 4 
Edward Buck is a good man, but India has not yet received any beneft ir 
him. ‘ The Agricultural Department only wastes India’s money. » Hom 

4. Some say that Mr. Evans’s, K.c.1.E. is intended to console him fo, hi 
not getting the Advocate-Generalship. If the Viceroy had any respect = 
public opinion he could have neither kept Mr. Evans so long in his Coungi] : 
honoured him with a title. No one knows for what services done to Ip a 
Mr. Haworth, m.p., has been made a K.C.1.E. ™ 


5. Among the pandits there is not another such independent map 
Pandit Krishnanath N yayapanchanan who has been honoured this year with th 
title of Mahamahopadhyaya. But it is to be feared that the honour wil] tell 
upon the pandit’s independence. 


6. Babu Radhikaprasad Mookerjee should have been honoured by Gover. 
ment long before. There are few zamindars so generous and so desirous of 
doing good to their tenants as Babu Lalit Mohan Singh. He has not been 5 
much honoured by receiving the title, as the title has been honoured by having 
him for its recipient. e 

70. The Dainik-o-Samdéchar Chandrikd, of the 31st May, refers to the 

The Exchange question, and the -Currency Committee which is about to meet 9 
Simla ‘ urrency Committee. Simla, and observes as follows :— | 
«It was very improper to break up the Currency Committee of 1885. Fo 
if it had been in existence up to this time, and bi-metallism had been discussed 
by it these six years, the work of solving the exchange question would have been | 
ereatly facilitated. The new Currency Committee which will meet at Simk | 
will not try to persuade the Government in England to adopt a silver currency 
but will devise other means for the solution of the currency question. The pro 
moters of the Committee know full well the attitude of the English capitalists 
in the matter, and rightly consider any attempt to get their consent to a silver 
currency in Enyland-as perfectly futile. The Committee will try to securea 
gold currency for India, and ask the Government .at home to allow the | 
Government of India, freedom of action in monetary matters. | 

Now, the writer knows that it will not be easy to get the consent of the | 
Home Government to the adoption of a silvercurrency. But he cannot see how — 
India can possibly mend matters in her own way in a matter like this without — 
the co-operation of England. That England’s aid in the matter is indispen- 
sable has been proved by the failure of the European Governments, and of the 
powerful Government of the United States, to solve the currency difficulty. 
‘This being the case, it is simply impossible for India, which is a dependency ¢ 
England, to do without England’s aid in this matter. As for the gold currenci 
which the Committee will try to secure for India that will not suit this 
country. The adoption of a gold currency here will do more harm than 
good. This is also the view of a gold currency in India held by papers like 
the Hindoo Patriot. England is a rich country with a population of od crores. 


eat inconvell | 


But even there the adoption of a gold currency is causing 
ence to the labouring classes. In fact, the adoption of a gold currency in all 
countries of Europe has been a cause of discontent among the working classes 
But if a gold currency is causing inconvenience in Europe, it will surely cause 
much more inconvenience in a poor country like India, with so large 4 pop” 


lation. 


Again, if England requires gold coin worth 100 crores of rupees 
for her 3} crores of men, India, which. will soon have a population of 3 
crores, must require gold coin worth 800 crores of rupees, or, making allowance? 
for the poverty of her peuple, gold coins worth at least 400 crores of rupees 
Well, the price of gold is already Rs. 25 and it will, after the adoption of 3 
gold currency, become Rs. 32. That will be followed by a great dearth of the 
metal, and then even Hindu ladies will have to part with their gold ornaments 
But as all Indian women will not consent to become she-Babus, they — 
require gold to make ornaments. Thus the adoption of a gold currency * 

put the people of this country to the greatest inconvenience. Again, the adoption 
of a gold currency will be followed by a marked decrease of the paper currency: 
and then Government will become a great loser and its financial difficulties 
will increase, Nothing but an arrangement calculated to .increase the price 4 
silver, will remove the exchange difficulty. The Currency Committee shoul 
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‘ts idea of @ gold currency in India. It should try to per- 
thereto’ “aides Rent of England to aheuh silver currency. A gold currency 
nm will benefit none but a few Anglo-Indians, who are now losing by 
eee b rate of exchange. If the Committee, whose members are Anglo-Indians, 
= + therefore, give up their attempt to have a gold curreney in India, their 
- aa ‘n this connection will come to be questioned. | 
' 71. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 1st June, says that the 

_ proposed Currency Committee in Calcutta will pro- 

The proposed Currency Commit- tobi have Raja Durga Churn Law, and one or two 
— other native merchants among its members. But 
ho writer fails to see why merchants alone should be given credit for a know- 
ledge of the currency question. People having a mastery of the question, and 
«ho are also well-wishers of the people of India, are to be met with among 
ther communities than the merchants. The people of India will not be satis- 
‘od unless some European and native gentlemen of this description are included 
-,the Committee. Babu Nilambar Mukherji, the late Minister of the Cashmere 


State, is a member of the National Chamber of Commerce, and will, with his 


masterly knowledge of monetary questions, make a very useful member of the 
Committee. 


UrtyA PAPERs. 


72, All the native papers of Orissa testify to the existence of a large 
amount of distress among the poorer classes of the 
natives of that province. They also allude to 
the high price of rice prevailing in the province, to the semi-starvation of 


people who live on one meal a day, and to cholera and other diseases which, 
they say, follow in the wake of starvation. 


Distress in Orissa. 


73. The Samvadvahika, of the 5th May, states that the zamindars of the 


Payment of land revenue by Balasore district paid their revenue to Government 
Balasore zamindars. in April last with considerable difficulty, for they 
could not realise sufficient rents from their raiyats, who were in_ great 
distress. 
74. The same paper and its contemporary, the Uriya and Navasamvad, 
Drinking water in the Balasore Of the 4th May, report a great want of drinkable 
district, water in the mwufassal stations of the Balasore 
district. The ordinary sources of water-supply, such as tanks, wells, &c., have 
well-nigh dried up, and the poor villagers are compelled to subsist on muddy 
and filthy water that tells seriously on their health. 
75. Alluding to the present policy of Government to withdraw State aid 
The educational policy of Gov- from the zillah and higher schools in the Province 
emament. of Bengal, the Samvadvahika, of the 5th May, 
observes that it would be highly injurious to the interests of education if the 


Cuttack Ravenshaw College, with its attached institutions, were to be touched in 
any way. 
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